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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF BIBLICAL, ECCLESIASTICAL AND 
THEOLOGICAL DICTIONARIES AND ENCYCLOPAEDIAS 
PUBLISHED IN GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA 
b y  W i l b u r  M . S m i t h  
INTRODUCTION
It is not without significance that the Christian Church was without a dictionary 
of the Holy Scriptures for a period of fourteen hundred years after the close of the 
Apostolic Age. Eusebius (d.340) compiled a geographical index of Biblical places, 
especially those located in Palestine, in his work Peri ton Topikon ’Onomaton, etc. 
This was the foundation of two later volumes of Jerome (d.420) which, incidentally, 
have never been translated into English, Liber Interpretationis Hebraicomm Nominum, 
and De Situ et Nominibus Locodum Hebraicorum Liber (see J. P. Migne: Partrologiae 
. . . .Series Latina, xxiii, 121-190).
The vast tomes of the medieval encyclopedists contain a great amout of 
material on Biblical and theological subjects, but no one apparently compiled a 
strictly Biblical encyclopaedia. The four principal medieval works in this area perhaps 
should be mentioned here. We might begin with that of Isidore of Seville (560/70- 
636), Etymologiae sive origines, or Etymologiarium libri XX. Two centuries later 
this was supplemented by the work of Rabanus Maurus (776-856), De Universo, and 
Honorius Augustodunensis in his Imago Mundi. Four hundered years later 
Vincent of Beauvais (1190-1264) compiled his famous Bibliotheca Mundi. The last 
of these encyclopedists was Nicholas of Cusa (1401-1464).
On the medieval encyclopedists, there is a good summary by Dr. Eva Matthews 
Sanford, "Famous Latin Encyclopedists,” in The Classical Journal, 1948-1949, Vol. 44, 
pp. 462-467. See also an article by Dr. B. L. Ullman, "A Project for a New Edition 
of Vincent of Beauvais,” in Speculum, 1933, Vol. VIII, pp. 312-326. The best account 
of any one of these encyclopedists in English is in the volume by E. Brehaut, A Cyclo- 
pedist of the Dark Ages, Isidore of Seville, 1912.
Writing in 367, St. Agustine, in developing his marvelous Rules for the 
interpretation of Scripture, tells of his own longing for someone to produce a worthy 
Biblical encyclopaedia: "What then some men have done in regard to all words and 
names found in Scripture in the Hebrew and Syriac and Egyptian and other tongues, 
taking up and interpreting separately such as were left in Scripture without interpre­
tation; and what Eusebius has done in regard to the history of the past, with a view 
to the questions arising in Scripture that require a knowledge of history for their 
solution; —  what, I say, these men have done in regard to matters of this kind, making 
it unnecessary for the Christian to spend his strength on many subjects for the sake 
of a few items of knowledge, the same I think might be done in regard to other 
matters, if any competent man were willing in a spirit of benevolence to undertake 
the labor for the advantage of his brother. In this way he might arrange in their several 
classes and give an account of the unknown places and animals and plants and trees 
and stones and metals and other species of thing that are mentioned in Scripture, 
taking up these only and committing his account to writing . . .  It may happen that 
some or all of these things have been done already (as I have found that many things 
I had no notion of have been worked out and committed to writing by good and 
learned Christians) but are either lost amid the crowds of the careless, or are kept 
out of sight by the envious” ( On Christian Doctrine, Book II, Ch. X X X IX ).
Professor Henry Osborne Taylor (The Medieval Mind, Vol. I, p. 67) refers 
to this passage as "curiously prophetic” and adds his vew that Christians were soon 
to produce such works, as, e.g., Isidore of Seville. This is hardly correct — a real
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Bible dictionary or encyclopaedia was not seen in the Christian Church for over one 
thousand years after Augustine expressed his hope that there would be one.
The one who bridged these medieval writers and the modern, more scholarly, 
authors of encyclopaedic works was Johann Alstead (1588-1638), whose two principal 
productions in this area were Encyclopedia Septem Tomis Distinct# [1630} and 
Triumphus Bibliomm Sacrorum sen Encyclopaedia Biblica [1625}.
It was the sixteenth century that introduced Biblical dictionaries and concordances. 
Actually, England had a Biblical concordance of considerable size before the Continent 
produced anything similar. This was constructed by John Marbeck, published in 1550 
under the title, A Concordance, that is to saie, a Worke Wherein by the Order of the 
Letters of the A.B.C. ye maie redely find any Worde Conteigned in the Whole Bible, 
so often as it is There Expressed or Mentioned. Extending to 766 folio pages, three 
columns to a page, or 2300 colums, this was no small accomplishment for one man. 
Originally, he relates in the Preface, he had drawn up a concordance in which the 
entire sentence in which any one word appeared was written out, which made a greate 
and a houge volume.” Just as he finished the work Marbeck was apprehended at 
Windsor, arrested under the so-called Statute of Six Articles, and condemned to death, 
though later this sentence was rescinded. His arrest was in part due to the writing of 
the concordance, which was destroyed, and "for copying out of a worke,, made by the 
greate Clerke Master John Calvin, written against the same five articles.” This would 
seen to indicate that the concordance which appeared in 1550 was the second one he 
had compiled.
In 1567, a German Lutheran, Matthias Flacius (Illyricus) published at Basel his 
Latin Dictionary of the Bible, entitled, Clavis Scripturae Sacrae, which was reprinted 
at Jena in 1675. Dictionaries and encyclopaedias now appeared with rapidity. The 
famous French Protestant Augustin Mariorat (1506-1562) issued his well-known 
Digest of the Scriptures, Thesaurus in Locos Communes Rerum Dogmatum . . .Ordine 
Alphabetico Digestus. Mariorat will be remembered as the one who compiled such a 
complete index to Calvin’s Institutes that it was used in most of the editions of that 
great work for over two hunderd years. Such data proves incorrect the statement 
of the Catholic Encyclopaedia (V, 417) that the first Bible dictionary was that 
published by Simon in 1693. Indeed as early as 1612 a Bible dictionary was 
published in England by Thomas Wilson, entitled The Complete Christian Diction­
ary, and republished in one form or another for the next 150 years. In his great 
Bibliography, Calmet states that one by the name of Matthew Hiller "put out a 
Sacred Dictionary in Latin, printed at Tübingen in 1706 in two parts; the first whereof 
treats of the Original, Analogy, and Meaning of all the Proper Names in the Bible, the 
Second is only a Table of those Names in an alphabetical Order. This Book seems to be 
written with great Accuracy, and may contribute to the understanding of many Passages 
in the Bible.” Calmet also refers to a work by M. Simon as follows: M. Simon, Doctor 
in Divinity, and different from the famous Richard Simon, formerly Priest of the 
Oratory, published a Dictionary of the Bible in French, but it is not very accurate or 
correct. We were first advised to review it, but we were of opinion that it was easier 
to make a new one, than endeavour to improve another’s. There are two Editions of 
this we are speaking of; one in a single Volume in fol. at Lyons, 1693, and the other 
in two Vols. ibid of the Year 1703. This last is so much enlarged, that it may be 
almost said to be more properly an Universal Dictionary than a Dictionary of the 
Bible; so that if at present we had nothing better, it would be necessary to stick to the 
first Edition, wherein abundance of Facts are omitted that have no relation to the 
Scripture; and are unseasonably treated of in the second Edition. The title of Simon s 
work, not given in Calmet is, Le Grand Dictionnaire de la Bible; ou, Explication 
Litterale et Historique de tous les Mots Propres du Vieux et Nouveau Testament, avec 
la Vie et' les Actions des Principaux Personnages.
In 1650 a continental scholar, P. Ravenilli, issued a Dictionary of the 
Bible in Latin, Bibliotheca Sacra seu Thesaurus Scripturae Canonicae, which had
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such extensive influence that for many subsequent decades its treasurers were 
incorporated in other Biblical dictionaries, including the later editions of Wilson. 
The only other work in this field originating on the Continent that we need mention 
here is that by Philipp Paul Merz (d. 1754), Thesaurus Biblicus . . .  id est Dicta et 
Exempta Bihlica (Augsburg, 1733-1738, 2 vols.).
It will no doubt come as a surprise to most to know that England had a good 
Bible dictionary before she had a worthy dictionary of the English langauge. At the 
time of the publication of the volumes by Wilson and Leigh, the only dictionary that 
England had of her own language was a small work by Robert Cawdrey, published in 
1604, entitled, A Table Alphabeticall, Conteyning and Teaching the True Writing and 
Understanding of Hard Unusual English Wordes, Borrowed from the Hebrew, Greek, 
Latine, or French, etc. This work of 28 lines to a page listed only 2500 "hard wordes,” 
with brief definitions, "some of them scarcely more than synonyms.” "At this date 
Shakespeare had already written two-thirds of his plays and was engaged in the com­
position of his great tragedies, which were to bring enduring fame. Though the great 
dramatist is reckoned to have had at his command some 15,000 words, it would be hard 
to establish any connection between his vocabulary and Cawdrey’s little English Dic­
tionary. Yet Shakespeare and his fellow-dramatists and poets were not without the 
resources which result from the systematic listing and defining of words through a 
long period of time —  that is not without dictionaries.” (Starnes and Noyes: The 
English Dictionary from Cawdrey to Johnson, 1604-1755, p. 1.)
About this time the great universal dictionaries began to appear, introduced 
by the work of Pierre Bayle ( 1647-1706, Dictionnaire Historique et Critique 
(Rotterdam, 1696). This was followed by the first general encyclopaedia published 
in English, Ephraim Chambers’ Cyclopaedia. It was in this century that the first 
great comprehensive dictionary of modern times was issued, a work which probably did 
more to disseminate rationalistic views, and to destroy the fundamental religious 
concepts of Europe than any other one work. This was the Encyclopédie ou Diction­
naire Raisonne des Sciences, des Arts et des Metiers, edited by Denis Diderot (1713- 
1784). It has often been said that this most famous of the French encyclopaedias took 
its inspiration from the first great English encyclopaedia, that by Ephraim Chambers, 
first published in 1728 with the title Cyclopaedia, or a University Dictionary of Arts, 
and Sciences, but such a statement seems to me slightly exaggerated. (The most com­
prehensive discussion of this work is History in the Encyclopédie, by Nelly N. Schargo, 
Columbia University Press, 1947.)
It is interesting to note that Darling in his Cyclopaedia Bibliographica (1854), 
while he records the first five of the following dictionaries, lists only seventeen of the 
first forty titles, where authors are known, from 1612 to 1850.
I have felt compelled to omit certain types of books, the inclusion of which would 
swell this list to possibly three times its present size, and in many cases only bring 
confusion to the reader. Those omitted are: (1 ) all encyclopedic works that are 
exclusively denominational, e.g., Benton’s Encyclopaedia of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the U.S.A. (Philadelphia, 1884), the Baptist Encyclopaedia by Burgess and 
Ward (Chicago, 1889), the remarkable Presbyterian Encyclopaedia by Nevin (Phila­
delphia, 1884), etc.; (2 ) all biographical collections which do not attempt to be 
exhaustive, of which there are scores, e.g., the now seldom-seen Cyclopaedia of Eminent 
Christians, by John Frost (New York, 1875); (3 ) volumes which bear the word 
dictionary or cyclopaedia in the title but which are not strictly such in content, e.g., 
the Bible Student’s Cyclopaedia, by L. U. Snead (Brooklyin, 1900), actually but a. 
compendium of Bible facts and truths; (4 ) all so-called Bible digests, such as Nave’s, 
which are not encyclopedic, but merely set forth Biblical material under headings that 
appear in alphabetical order; (5 ) those works that, while encyclopedic in nature, 
embrace only some part of the Scriptures rather than the entire Word of God, e.g., the 
otherwise valuable New Testament Word Studies, by Ernest De Witt Burton (Chicago, 
1927) —  the two exceptions to this being Hastings’ Dictionary of Christ and the
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Gospels, and Dictionary of the Apostolic Church; (6 ) that important group of volumes 
containing worthwhile encyclopedic material about the Bible, but not arranged in 
alphabetical form and not planned to serve as a Biblical encyclopaedia or dictionary, 
e.g., the important Bible Handbook by Joseph Angus, first issued in 1874, and appear­
ing in a great number of subsequent, greatly improved editions, and, The Companion to 
Biblical Studies, which the Cambridge University Press has been issuing in various 
editions for the last sixty years, or the comparable Helps to the Study of the Bible, 
issued by the Oxford University Press.
It is strange how some of these dictionaries may come into one’s possession. 
About twenty years ago, the one who had charge of the rare books at Brentano’s in 
Chicago telephoned to ask if I would be interested in the great original folio edition 
of the English translation of Calmet. I am sorry to confess that up to that time, I 
had never seen the work. It was mine before the day was over, at a very reasonable 
price. How the rarer work by Wilson, in two different editions, came to me, I do 
not recall. While visiting my friend Mr. Douglas Ober in Baltimore, in the summer of 
1953, I saw for the first time the great work by William Blackwood. My copy is a 
gift from him. Only within the last ten days, through a friend in Pasadena, have I 
seen and acquired the quite remarkable dictionary by Piercy.
Some articles on Biblical subjects in secular dictionaries have exercised more 
influence than corresponding articles in the Biblical encyclopaedias. For example, the 
article "Bible,” and others from his pen, by William Robertson Smith, in the 9th 
edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, of which he was co-editor, led to two heresy 
trials, and cost him his chair in the divinity school. The article by Harnack on "Millen­
nium,” in the 11th and 14th editions of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, is more fre­
quently quoted than any other article on this subject that I know of. Many articles on 
Biblical subjects of more or less importance are found scattered in various types of 
encyclopaedias, e.g., An Encyclopaedia of Occultism, by Lewis Spence, New York, 1920, 
the Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences, etc.
This whole subject of Biblical dictionaries has been practically ignored in the 
study of English dictionaries and encyclopaedias. For example, not one Bible dictionary 
is referred to in the Survey of English Dictionaries, by M. M. Matthews (Oxford, 
1933), while the lone reference in the later work by Starnes and Noyes, The English 
Dictionary from Cawdrey to Johnson, 1604-1755, is the volume of Calmet, originating 
in Paris.
A great amount of research has gone into the matter of dates for the authors 
mentioned, with the result that some of the biographical data here is not to be found 
in any dictionary of biography. Comments on the various works are not uniform in 
the extent of the material. I have not felt that it was necessary to go into detail 
regarding the International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, the Catholic Encyclopaedia, 
or The Jewish Encyclopaedia, for most of these are on the shelves of all libraries, and 
in the -possession of many students, and they do not raise complicated questions. 
On the other hand, a great deal of space has been devoted to the work by Calmet, 
because of its importance in this field; to the dictionary by Thomas Wilson, because 
of its rarity and the fact that it was the first great Bible dictionary ever constructed; 
to the volume of William Smith, because of the confusion arising over the different 
editions and forms in which it was reprinted; and to the Encyclopaedia Biblica and the 
dictionaries of James Hastings, because of their unusual influence.
I have included references to some reviews of several of these dictionaries, without 
any effort made to exhaust this area of research. However, I have purposely given full 
details concerning the reviews written by Dr. Benjamin B. Warfield, especially those 
of the volumes edited by Dr. James Hastings. These are the most important reviews 
of Bible dictionaries that have appeared in this country, and to this I would add the 
review of his colleague, Dr. Allis, of the New Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, to which 
reference is made below.
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On Biblical matters in the Encyclopaedia Britannica, there is an interesting article, 
"Biblical History and Criticism in the Encyclopaedia Britannica,” in The Spectator, 
April 22, 1911, Vol. 106, pp. 599, 600.
There is a remarkable article by Dr. Alexander Sperber, "Prolegomena to a Com­
mentary and Dictionary to the Bible,” in the Journal of Biblical Literature, March, 
1945, Vol. LXIV, pp. 39-140, devoted entirely to the Hebrew Old Testament. The 
opening paragraph might be of interest to those who find this bibliography helpful. 
"This monograph marks the conclusion of the first phase in my researches in Biblical 
philogy. Starting with an investigation of Hebrew according to Greek and Latin 
transliterations, which reflect a pronunciation essentially different from that upon 
which our grammars are based, I proceed to an examination of the phonology and mor­
phology of Tiberian Hebrew, on the basis of Jacob ben Chayim's edition of the Bible. 
This present study aims at demonstrating the importance of my new grammatical 
evaluation of Hebrew for a better understanding of the Bible.”
The two most important articles on encyclopaedias in general are those in the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, 14th edition, Volume VIII, and in Volume V of The Catholic 
Encyclopaedia (New York, 1909), pp. 414-418, with an additional eight columns on 
the French encyclopaedists. There is an interesting discussion of Biblical dictionaries 
in the fourth volume of the Jewish Encyclopaedia (New York, 1903), pp. 577-579, 
followed by a section on Hebrew dictionaries, pp. 579-585. In this article appears 
the longest list of Christian lexicographers that I have seen.
When the valuable journal Interpretation was launched, the editors very wisely 
assigned this subject for a series of three articles: one on Concordances, by Dr. Donald 
G  Miller (January, 1947, Vol. I, pp. 52-62); on New Testament lexicons by Howard 
T  Kuist (April 1949, pp. 226-237; and on Bible Dictionaries and Encyclopaedias 
by Dr. Charles T. Fritsch (July, 1947, pp. 363-371). The earlier dictionaries and 
encyclopaedias are given some attention in T. H. Horne’s Manual of Biblical Bibko- 
graphy (London, 1839), pp- 369-372. Also, there is some interesting material in the 
M’Clintock and Strong Cyclopaedia, Vol. II, p- 787, and Vol. XII, p. 278.
This subject has never been given the consideration is deserves among students of 
Christian literature. A doctoral thesis on the subject could be of far greater signifi­
cance than many I know that have been written in the fields of Biblical interpretation 
and, theology.
In the compilation of this bibliography, which has taken far more time than I 
thought it would, I have been able to include a number of notes because of our 
proximity to the world-famous Henry E. Huntington Library. Dr. Kenneth S. Gapp, 
the librarian of Princeton Theological Seminary, has, in spite of a crowded schedule, 
graciously checked the second draft of this list. To him I am indebted for six new 
titles, additional editions for perhaps eight titles, particularly on the volume of Buck, 
and the full title of the early Bible dictionary by Simon. Mr. Clyde Freed of Washing­
ton, D.C., has very kindly checked the data on the Concise Bible Dictionary edited by 
Dr.’ Jackson. Miss Gladys V. LeHay of Boston has been of great help in checking some 
reviews of these titles in journals available at Harvard that I was not able to consult 
here in California. Our own library staff here has been exceedingly kind and patient in 
my many requests. The bibliography could have been made much more valuable 
were I in the East and had access to the otherwise scarce biographical material on 




A Dictionary of Religious Knowledge. New York, 1875. pp. 1089 
ADDIS, WILLIAM EDW ARD (1844-1917) and Arnold, Thomas
A Catholic Dictionary, Containing Some Account of the Doctrines . . . Cere­
monies, Councils, and Religious Orders of the Catholic Church. London, 1884. 
pp. vi, 893. New and rev. ed. 3rd ed., New York, 1884; 4th ed., London, 1893, 
pp. viii, 961; 5th ed., 1897; 9th ed., 1917; 10th ed., 1928.
ALBRO, JO H N  A. (1799-1860)
Biblical and Theological Dictionary.
An American author who frequently wrote for the Massachusetts Sabbath School 
Society.
ALEXANDER, ARCHIBALD (1772-1851)
A Pocket Dictionary of the Bible. Philadelphia, 1829; rev. ed., 1831. pp. iv, 546. 
Prepared for American S. S. Union. -
An Alphabetical Index to the Holy Scriptures. London, 1833.
ARROWSMITH, AARON (1750-1823)
A Geographical Dictionary of the Holy Scriptures. London, 1807; the British 
Museum Catalog gives a later edition, 1855. pp. 379.
Arrowsmith issued upwards of 130 maps during his lifetime. He was the compiler 
of the Bible Atlas; with Ancient and Modern Names, being a Delineation of the Geogra­
phy, and a Chronological Arrangement of the History of the Bible, etc. 1935.
ATW ATTER, DONALD (General Editor) (1892- )
A Catholic Dictionary (The Catholic Encyclopaedic Dictionary). New York: 
Macmillan, 1931. pp- xvi, 576.
The Preface to this volume is a declaration that the Roman Catholic Church is the 
only historic and genuine Christanity, etc. The articles are short, generally six to ten to a 
page, and some not more than four lines in length. St. Peter is the first pope and bishop 
of Rome, Prince of the Apostles, Vicar of Jesus Christ, and human foundation of the 
Church.” Attwater also edited a Dictionary of Saints (1938) -and a Dictionary of the
Popes (1939).
AYRE, JO H N  (1801-1869) . . .
Treasury of Bible Knowledge. Being a Dictionary of Books, Persons, Places, 
Events, and other Matters of which Mention is made in the Holy Scriptures. 
New York, 1866. pp. xi, 943.
BARNES, CHARLES R.
Bible Encyclopaedia. 3 vols. 1903, 1910.
----- People’s Bible Encyclopaedia, with Supplement by Melvin Grove Kyle. Chicago:
Howard-Severance, 1928.
BARNUM, SAMUEL W.
A. Comprehensive Dictionary of the Bible. "M.ainly abridged from Dr. William 
Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible, but Comprising Important Additions and 
Improvements.” New York: Appleton, 1867. pp. viii, 1219; about 1, 583,000 
words. Sixty-nine contributors.
BARR, J. A.
Pronouncing Dictionary of the Holy Bible.
BARR, JO H N  (of Glasgow)
The Scripture Student’s Assistant; being a Complete Index and Concise Diction­
ary to the Holy Bible. 1829. pp. iv, 177. New ed., London, 1854, pp. v, 284; 
reissued 1858; anr. ed., 1862, 1875, 1876.
BASTOW, J. A.
A Biblical Dictionary; being a Comprehensive Digest of the History and Anti­
quities of the Jews and Neighboring Nations, the Natural History, Geography, 
and Literature of the Sacred Writings. London, 1848 (3 vols.) ;  condensed ed., 
London, 1859 ; 4th ed., London, 1877.
9
BEARD, JO H N  RELLY (1800-1876)
Peoples Dictionary of the Bible. London, 1847, 1861.
A Unitarian writer. Though practically unknown today, the writings of this man 
are given five columns in the British Museum Catalog. He seems also to have been the 
editor of The Household Biblical Encyclopaedia, published in 1846, but details concerning 
this work have thus far escaped me.
BEETON, SAMUEL ORCHART
Bible Dictionary: A Cyclopaedia of the Truths and Narratives of the Holy 
Scriptures, etc. London, 1870. pp. 252. Allibone omits this, but lists others, e.g., 
Illustrated Dictionary of Religion, Philosophy, Politics and Law. London, 1886. 
BENHAM, WILLIAM (1831-1910)
Dictionary of Religion; an Encyclopaedia of Christian and Other Religious 
Doctrines, Denominations, Sects, Heresies, Ecclesiastical Terms, History, Bi­
ography, etc. London, New York, 1887. pp. iv, 1148.
The Bible Cyclopaedia. London, 1841-1843.
Bible Dictionary for the Use of Bible Classes, Schools and Families. Philadelphia, 1851. 
The Bible Interpreter:' an Illustrated Dictionary of the Holy Scriptures. New and 
Improved ed., London, 1885. pp. 234.
BLACKWOOD, WILLIAM
Potter’s Complete Bible Encyclopaedia, a Universal Treasury of Religious Know­
ledge. Philadelphia, 1873. 2 vols. quarto, pp. 1998.
It is difficult to determine with accuracy the approximate number of words in this 
work, because of its 3000 illustrations, scattered on every page. My estimate of 2,587,000 
words is arrived at by assuming that one-fifth of each volume is taken up with illustrations.
This is the most beautiful Bible dictionary ever published in this country. It covers 
almost every conceivable subject in Biblical, theological, and ecclesiastical areas, as well as 
Christian biography. The preface sets forth the virtues of this work in the strongest terms, 
though without exaggeration. For some reason this encyclopaedia has never had wide 
recognition, possibly because of its cost. I can discover nothing on Blackwood himself. 
At the time of its publication, the two-volume ed. was listed at $20; the three-volume 
edition, $20 and $25.
BLUNT, J. H. (1823-1884)
Dictionary of Doctrinal and Historical Theology. 2nd ed., 1872; pp. 825; 
approximately 700,000 words.
____ Dictionary of Sects, Heresies, and Schools of Thought. New ed., London 1891.
pp. 628, 63 cols., index.
These two volumes are of greatest value —  a treasure for any student of theology.
____ Household Theology: A Handbook of Religious Information Respecting the
Holy Bible, the Prayer Book, the Church, the Ministry, Divine Worship, the 
Creeds, etc. London, 1865. pp. viii, 310 
BOMBERGER, J. H. A. (1817-1890)
The Protestant Theological and Ecclesiastical Encyclopaedia; being a Condensed 
Translation of Herzog’s Real-Encyclopaedia, with additions from Other Sources 
by the Rev. J. H. Bomberger, assisted by distinguished theologians of various 
denominations. Part I and II, Edinburgh: T. & T. Clarke, 1856. pp. 128, each 
part. Reviewed in the Journal of Sacred Literature and Biblical Record 4:205-06 
(1857). I do not know how far this particular series went; Part VII, extending 
to "Dogmatics,” appeared in 1858. Dr. Bomberger, later president of Ursinus 
College, in Pennsylvania, was editor of the Reformed Church Monthly from 1868 
1867. Part I was reviewed in Evangelical Review 7:580-84 (1855-56).
BOOKER, JO H N  .
Obsolete Words and Phrases in the Bible and Apocrypha . . . and also in the 
Prayer Book. Dublin, 1853- pp- 68.
____ /[ Scripture and Prayer Book Glossary; being an Explanation of Obsolete Words
and Phrases in the English Bible, Apocrypha, and Book of Common Prayer. 1856, 
pp. 101; 3rd ed., rev., 1858, pp. xiii, 112; 4th ed., Dublin, 1859, with indexes; 
5th ed., 1862, pp. xi, 135.
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BOURAZAN, FRANCIS
A Sacred Dictionary: an Explanation of Scripture Names and Terms, with brief 
Geographical and Historical References. London, 1890. pp. xii, 477. Notes 
very brief, 3 to 6 lines each.
BROUGHTON, THOMAS (1704-1774)
Bibliotheca Histórico-sacra; or, an Historical Library of the Principal Matters 
Relating to Religion, Ancient and Modern, Pagan, Jewish, Christian and Moham­
medan. London, 1737-1739- 2 vols., folio. Vol I, A-Ju, and Appendix of 
Ommissions; Vol. II, La-Z, and Supplement to both volumes, Index. Republished 
in 1776, and then translated into the German.
"Though there has been only one edition of this valuable work, copies are often 
found with other dates, and some under the title An Historical Dictionary of all Religions 
(Darling). Broughton was one of the original writers of the Biographia Britannica.
BROWN, JO H N  (of Haddington; 1722-1787)
A Dictionary of the Holy Bible, Containing Definitions of all Religious and 
Ecclesiastical Terms; an Impartial Account of Several Denominations which have 
Subsisted in the Religious World; Remarkable Transactions and Events in 
Ecclesiastical History, and a Biographical Sketch of Writers in Theological 
Science. 4th ed., Edinburgh, 1768; 2nd Edinburgh ed., 1778, pp. xx, 534; new 
ed., 1797; 5th ed., enlarged and corrected by his sons, John, Ebenezer, and 
Thomas, Edinburgh, Pittsburgh, 1807; new ed., London, 1814; 6th Edinburgh ed., 
1816; new ed., 1833. My edition is 5th, dated 1839, pp- xvi, 761; contains sketch 
of author. This one volume embraces about 95,000 words.
Revised again by William Brown (Edinburgh, 1866), it is the only Bible Diction­
ary I know of, originating in England or America, which has been continually revised and 
published for a full century.
BROWN, JO H N  NEW TON (1803-1868)
Encyclopaedia of Religious Knowledge . . .  to which is added a Missionary 
Gazetteer. Brattleboro, Vt., 1836, pp. vi, 1275; new ed., 1837; anr. ed., 1851; 
rev. ed., corrected to date by George P. Tyler, Brattleboro and Philadelphia, 
pp. 1275, approximately 1,685,000 words.
BROWNE, HENRY
Triglot Dictionary of Scripture Representative Words in Hebrew, Greek and 
English. London, 1900. pp. 520.
BUCK, CHARLES (1771-1815)
A Theological Dictionary. London, 1802. 2 vols., 1821. An edition called 
"Woodward’s New Edition” was published by Joseph J. Woodward in Phila­
delphia, 1831, pp. 624. The same firm published a later edition, completely revised 
and improved by George Bush (1796-1858), Philadelphia, 1841, pp. 472; and 
a later edition, revised by E. Henderson was issued in London, 1833- pp. iv, 
946. In addition to these, Princeton Theological Seminary has the following 
editions, all published in Philadelphia: 1807,1815,1817, 1823, 1826,1847,1850.
In his Preface, George Bush says: "The numerous and extensive editions of Buck’s 
Theological Dictionary published both in England and in this country since its first 
appearance, together with the continued and increasing demand, sufficiently attest the 
estimate in which the work is held by the Christian public. The judgment, industry, 
candor, and impartiality evinced by the Author in the selection and compilation of the 
articles, embracing, as they do, the wide field of Theology, didactic and polemic, Ecclesias­
tical Polity, Church History, Moral and Metaphysical Philosophy, and Biblical Literature, 
together with a copious list of references to the most valuable authorities in each depart­
ment are universally acknowledged. So far as the merit of sterling utility can entitle any 
book to favourable acceptance, the Dictionary of Mr. Buck presents claims which will not 
be contested. As a theological and ecclesiastical manual, embodying a vast amount of 
useful information in a moderate compass, and clearly and judiciously arranged, it would 
not be easy to designate its superior.”
BUCKLAND, A. R. (1857-1942)
Universal Bible Dictionary. Revell, 1914; rev. ed., 1929, with assistance of Canon 
Lukyn Williams, pp. 511; about 560,000 words.
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BUTTON, WILLIAM
A Compendious Dictionary of the Holy Bible, 1796. "A judicious abridgement of 
Brown’s dictionary” (Horne).
CALMET, AUGUSTIN (1672-1757)
An Historical, Critical, Geographical, Chronological and Etymological Dictionary 
of the Holy Bible. Trans, by Samuel D ’ozly and John Colson. London, 1732. 
2,400,000 words. 3 vols. in 6.
This great folio dictionary is the translation of the original French work under the 
title, Dictionnaire Historique et Critique, Chronologique, Geographique et Litteral de la 
Bible, 2 tom. Paris, 1722; suppl., 1728; reissue, 4 vols., 1730.
Adam Clark in his Bible Commentary expressed the opinion of the entire Christian 
world when he said that this work was "without exception the best comment ever published 
on the Sacred Writings either by Catholic or Protestant, and has left little to be desired 
for the completion of such a work.” Dr. Charles F. Fritsch, in his excellent article on 
Bible dictionaries published in Interpretation, sums it up by saying, "No other Bible 
dictionary has had such a long life —  about a century and a half —  and no other has 
been the parent of so many progeny.” Within a few years, the original French edition was 
translated also into Latin, Dutch, Italian and Spanish. Over a century ago, Horne (1839) 
speaks of this work as "extremely scarce."
Inasmuch as this was the first great Bible dictionary, and the basis of all later ones, 
it might not be out of place to quote here what Calmet himself said was his object in 
composing this monumental work: "Since the publication of our literal Comment upon 
all the Books of the Old and New Testament, many learned men have represented to us, 
that the world had no reason to be entirely satisfied with those Dictionaries of the Bible 
which had hitherto been printed; and that a work of this nature would give us an oppor­
tunity to treat of many new subjects, which would not come under consideration in the 
body of our Comment, nor in the Dissertations that go along with it. That by this means 
we should do an important service to the publick, by procuring a collection in one work 
of all that is most useful in our Comment, and of many things besides, which are of 
consequence for the study of Holy Scripture; that abundance of persons who were without 
the Comment, would be very glad to have the advantage of the Dictionary, which would 
contain the substance of it, and supply the place of many other books; and lastly, that 
they who had been at the expense of purchasing our Comment, would receive a Dictionary 
with pleasure wherein matters are accurately treated of, and with the addition of solid 
proofs and arguments.” (Preface, p. iii).
In the same Preface, Calmet gives us a brief review of Bible dictionaries that had 
preceded his, but refers to none published in English. "We proposed therefore to publish 
a Dictionary of the Bible after the method of our Comment upon Scripture; that is to say, 
we confine ourselves principally to the Letter, History, and Criticism of the Bible; we 
explain difficult Terms, compare the Text of the Vulgate with the Hebrew, shew exactly 
the situation of such Provinces, Cities, Towns, Mountains, and Rivers as are spoken of 
in Scripture; we settle the true Chronology of the most memorable Events, and endeavor 
to explain the names of Plants, precious Stones, Animals and Fruits; to relate what we 
know of the Customs, Festivals and Ceremonies of the Hebrews; of their Coins, and 
Measures of Length and Capacity; so that this Dictionary may be looked upon not only as an 
abridgment of our Comment, but even as a Supplement to it, and may serve instead of 
Prolegomena and Introductions to the Scripture, and supply the want of those books which 
treat of the Chronology, History and Geography of the sacred Writings; of the Polity, 
Commonwealth, Laws, Manners and Ceremonies of the Jews; of their Plants, precious 
Stones, Animals and Diseases. So that this work may be considered as a Library for those 
in meaner circumstances, and a very useful repertory for all others , who would read the 
Scriptures with advantage. Men of learning will find here an epitome of what they have 
read in different Authors; and they who have not many books will see here a summary 
of what is generally said upon every subject” (p. vii).
I cannot help but tarry a moment longer here to give an illustration of some of the 
amaying material contained in these pages. For example, no modern Bible dictionary has 
in it the word Apadno, to which Calmet devotes more than a column of text. This is 
taken from the Vulgate reading of Daniel 11:45, "He shall plant his tabernacles at 
Apadno, between the seas in the glorious holy mountain, etc., our text more correctly 
reading,’ "He shall plant the tabernacles of his palace,” etc. He continues by saying that 
Apadno has been placed by some on the Mount of Olives, by others in Persia, where 
Antiochus Epiphanes pitched his tents between the Euphrates and Tigris, while Theodoret 
places it near Jerusalem, Jerome near Nicopolis or Emmaus, etc.
The second part of Volume III is, in my opinion, one of the most fascinating, and 
at the same time almost wholly ignored works in the whole area of Biblical interpretation. 
The first 300 pages (600 columns) consist of a carefully classified, annotated "Bibliotheca 
Sacra or a Catalog of the Best Books that can be Read in Order to Acquire a Good
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Understanding of the Scriptures.” Most of the sections on the various books of the Bible 
and Biblical subjects are reclassified under Catholic and Protestant authors. I have an 
idea that many of the books mentioned in this magnificent bibliography could not be 
found in any of the libraries of Europe, Britain or America today. The alphabetical table of 
authors mentioned in this catalog contains over two thousand names. This is followed by 
a "Dissertation Concerning the Tacticks of the Hebrews,” by Chevalier de Folard; in 
other words, an account of the military tactics of the Hebrews by a famous French military 
authority. There follows a dissertation on Hebrew coins, with magnificent plates. The 
work concludes with a chronological table of the history of the Bible, and a remarkable 
"Preface to the Translation of the Hebrew, Chaldee, Syriac, and Greek Names in the 
Bible” (238 columns).
The titles of the writings of Calmet fill over six'columns in the British Museum 
Catalogue.
Calmet’s Great Dictionary of the Holy Bible, with Biblical Fragments, etc. Ed. by 
Charles Taylor (1756-1821, or 1823). London, 1797-1801, 4 vols.; 2d ed., 
London, 1800-01. Charlestown, 1812-1814; 4th ed., 1823, 1828, 5 vols., pp. xxiii, 
796, 923, 776, 771 (Vol. V, plates and m aps); 5th ed., 1828-1829; Boston, 1832; 
6th ed., 1837; 7th ed., 1841; Boston, 1843; 8th ed., 1844; 9th ed., Bohn, 1847.
Allibone, to whom I am indebted for the above list of editions, adds, "Formerly 
published at L10. 10s.; now reduced to L3. 13s. 6d.”
The first two volumes were a condensation of Calmet, eliminating much of the 
Roman Catholic material; Vols. Ill and IV were devoted to valuable comments and 
quotations, called "Fragments, being Illustrations of Manners, Incidents, etc. . . . from 
Voyages and Travels in the East.” In Vol. IV is a most unique section, entitled "An 
Expository Index Referring to the Subject of Science in the Order of the Sacred Books. 
Vol. V contains an Atlas of Plates and Maps. An index to the 4th edition was published 
separately in 1827.
Taylor’s edition was issued in abbreviated form by Josiah Conder, 1831, under the 
title, Calmet’s Dictionary of the Bible, by the late Mr. Charles Taylor, with the Fragments 
incorporated. The whole condensed and arranged in alphabetical order, with numerous 
additions [by Joseph Conder] Horne says this edition "comprises under one alphabet 
whatever is important” in both the original Calmet and Taylor s notes.
Two supplementary volumes entitled Fragments edited by Taylor are still worth 
reading, and give us the best conception of the interpretation of a great many Biblical 
passages at the beginning of the 19th century that we have. Here are treasures that were 
never repeated in later works; e.g., a group of articles on the Hebrew word Dag, the great 
fish of the Book of Jonah, more extensive than one will find in any subsequent dictionary 
in our language. There is also a very elaborate analysis and interpretation of the Song of 
Solomon, with a number of interesting plates illustrating ancient Hebrew weddings and 
various plants mentioned in this book (especially pp. 450-483, 531-535). Opposite p. 271 
is an engraving of the Grotto of the Apocalypse at Patmos, which I have never seen in any 
volume dealing with Patmos itself. Volume IV also contains extensive material on the 
Song of Solomon (pp. 137-144) with five columns on 4:13,14 alone. The eighteen 
columns on Melchizedek include all the various views on this subject held down through 
the centuries. Here also is a very interesting account, with plates, of the fish-god Dagon; 
and an article on "Writing” (pp. 193-203) with some drawings of Assyrian cuneiform 
found on .some bricks brought from Mesopotamia. At the time of Taylor s writing, no one 
was able to read these characters, and for a student of philology or the history of ancient 
Semitic languages, what Taylor has to say in these twenty columns on ancient writing is 
exceedingly interesting. While I cannot profess any wide acquaintance with the literature 
of the history of ancient languages, it is worthy of note that in all the volumes 1 have read 
on the excavations of the 19th century and the final unlocking of Egyptian hieroglyphics 
and Babylonian cuneiform, I have never seen a reference to the speculations of Taylor.
Many terms were taken from Calmet’s Great Dictionary, by the authors, Thomas 
Dyche and William Pardon, of the New General English Dictionary, 1755. See DeWitt 
T. Starnes and Gertrude E. Noyes: The English Dictionary from Cawdrey to Johnson, 
1604-1755, Chapel Hill, 1946, pp. 132, 267.
Calmet’s Dictionary of the Bible. Abridged, modernized and re-edited according to the 
most recent Biblical researches, by Theodore Alois Buckley. 6th thousand, 
London and New York, 1856. pp. vii, 720.
CANNEY, MAURICE A. (1872-1942)
An Encyclopaedia of Religions. London, New York, 1921.
The author was Professor of Semitic Languages and Literature at Manchester Univer­




An Alphabetical Explanation of some Terms which Occur in Scripture, 1818.
Cassell’s Bible Dictionary, illustrated with nearly 600 engravings. London, New York, 
1863-66; new ed., 1869- 2 vols. pp. 1159. anr. ed. 1875-77.
The Catholic Biblical Encyclopaedia (New Testament). Edited by John E. Stein- 
mueller and Kathryn Sullivan. New York: Joseph F. Wagner, 1950. pp. xvi, 
702 p.
The Catholic Encyclopaedia. An international work of Reference on the Constitution, 
Doctrine, Discipline and History of the Catholic Church. New York: Appleton, 
1907. 15 vols., and index volume. Supplement being published by the Gilmary 
Society.
A great work, and for some subjects the best.
CAVALIER, E. F.
The Preacher’s Dictionary. London [1901} 2nd ed., 1904. pp. vii, 641.
This is a rather unique volume, apparently written entirely by Mr. Cavalier, at that 
time Rector of Wramplingham, Norfolk. He has arranged his material under eighty major 
headings, which, with their subdivisions, embrace 558 subjects. There is first an accurate 
definition of each subject, then a summary of the teaching of the Bible on that topic, 
with most of the verses quoted in full, and then a collection of some of the best thoughts 
on it from ancient and modern writers. We might use the first word as an example: 
"Advent” (13 pages) the Greek, Latin and English words are given; references to Advent 
in the liturgy; "The Advent of Messiah’s Forerunner Predicted” ; “The Advent of Messiah’s 
Forerunner Fulfilled” ; "The Advent of Messiah Predicted” ; "The Advent of the Messiah 
Accomplished and Prophecies Fulfilled” ; "The Second Advent of Our Lord Predicted”; 
"Hortatory” ; "The Millennium of First Resurrection.” In the article "Bible” there are 
extensive quotations from Canon Liddon, the Prayer Book, Bishop Browne and Bishop 
Gore.
CHEYNE, T. K., see Encyclopaedia Biblica.
CLOW, WILLIAM M. (1853-1930)
Bible Reader's Encyclopaedia and Concordance. New rev. ed., 1934. pp. 433. 
Based on C. H. Wright: Bible Reader’s Manual.
COBBIN, INGRAM  (1777-1851)
Bible Dictionary, 1850. The Library of Congress lists "People’s Companion to 
the Bible,” etc., but not this.
A Compendious yet Complete Concordance to the Holy Scriptures on an Improved 
Plan; containing a Scripture Dictionary; a Synopsis of the Pentateuch, the 
Harmony of the four Evangelists, and a Scripture Chronology. Newcastle, 1777.
Concise Bible Dictionary, Based on the Cambridge Companion to the Bible. London: 
Cambridge Univ. Press, n.d. pp. vii, 160, 6.
This little volume is unusually concise, and helpful. In addition to persons and 
places, there are articles here on God, the Bible, the Canon, Baptism (one full column, 
nearly 650 words), etc., six maps of Bible times, and an elaborate index. "The principal 
materials which in the Companion to the Bible are presented as a number of articles by 
different scholars are here rearranged in the form of a brief dictionary.”
A Concise Biblical Cyclopaedia: a Dictionary of Sacred Biography, Natural History, 
Ancient Geography, Eastern Antiquities and Theology. Glasgow and London, 
1858.
Concise Dictionary of Religious Knowledge. Ed. by Samuel Macauley Jackson. New 
York: The Christian Literature Co., 1891. pp. 996; 1st ed., 1889-90, 2 vols.; 
2nd ed., 1891; 3rd ed., rev., 1898. Approximately 1,095,000 words.
This remarkable volume has become quite rare, and I believe is little known to the 
present generation. I personally had never heard of the work until Mr. Eerdmans brought 
my attention to it a few weeks ago. Dr. Jackson had as associate editors Dr. Talbot Wilson 
Chambers, and the famous historian of New England theology, Dr. Frank Hugh Foster. 
In addition, some sixty articles were written by fifty other contributors. The Preface states, 
"The object of this book is to furnish in concise form information upon Biblical, archaeo­
logical, ecclesiastical and historical topics. Hence the vocabulary has been purposely made 
very large and most of the articles very condensed.” To illustrate: "eschatology” occupies 
1  y2 columns; 'Friends” (Quakers) 8 columns; "Melancthon” (2 columns); the "Apostle
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Paul,” 2 columns; the various popes by the name Pius, IVl columns, the "twelve tribes,”
3 columns, etc. Inasmuch as the editor was the bibliographical editor for the great 
Schaff-Herzog Encyclopaedia, the bibliographies in this volume, considering the brevity 
of its articles, are as one would expect, exceptionally valuable.
COTTEN, H.
A Short Explanation of Obsolete Words in  Our Version of the Bible. Oxford, 
1832.




Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names. 1808. pp. xii, 352. anr. ed. 1812. 2nd. 
ed., London, 1815.
Cyclopaedia of Biblical Literature, see Kitto, John 
Cyclopaedia of Religious Denominations. Glasgow, 1852.
DAVIDSON, DAVID
A Pocket Biblical Dictionary, condensed from Calmet, Brown, Clarke, Jones, 
etc., and from the most recent sources of information. New ed., 1837. Edinburgh, 
1839. pp- 600.
DAVIES, WILLIAM W. (1848-1922)
Universal Bible Encyclopaedia. 2 vols. Toledo, 1903, 1904. pp. 1443. ,
DAVIS, JO H N  D. (1854-1926)
A Dictionary of the Bible. Philadelphia, 1898, pp. vii, 802; 2nd ed., 1903, pp. 
vii, 802; 2d ed., rev., 1907; 3rd ed., rev., throughout, 1911, pp. vii, 840; 4th ed., 
1924, pp. vii, 840. The 4th ed. was reprinted by Baker Book House, 1954. The 
work was revised and rewritten by Henry S. Gehman and published under the 
title The Westminster Dictionary of the Bible, 1944, pp. xii, 658. This was 
reviewed extensively by O. T. Allis in Christianity Today 11:18-22 (1944).
Of the earlier issues, Dr. Warfield wrote, "There is but one consistently conservative 
dictionary of the Bible of moderate cost and fully abreast of modern scholarship, before 
the public. Other dictionaries of the Bible may have this or that other quality to commend 
them to the public, but there is no one of them which is not liable on the turning of a page 
to betray the unsuspecting reader unawares into the most naturalistic views of the Bible or 
of the religion of which it is the record.”
DEFOE, DANIEL (1663-1731)
Dictionarium Sacrum, seu Religiosum. A  dictionary of all religions, ancient and 
modern, whether Jewish, Pagan, Christian or Mahometan. [Published anony­
mously] London, 1704.
Dictionary of the Bible. London, 1766; 2nd ed., 1792; 1st Amer. ed., 1798. Worcester 
IL  Thomas).
A Dictionary of the Holy Bible, Containing an Historical Account of the Persons, a 
Geographical Account of the Places, etc. London, 1759- 
A Dictionary of the Bible; or, An Explanation of the Proper Names and Difficult 
Words in the Old Testament, Accented as they ought to be Pronounced. 
2nd ed., 1792.
Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names with their Pronunciations and Explanations.
London, 1852. S. S. Union.
A Dictionary of Scripture Words. York [1800]
DW IGHT, H. J. G.
A Dictionary of the Proper Names in the New Testament, with Other Helps, 
etc. 2nd ed., Utica, 1828.
EADIE, JO H N  (1810-1876)
Biblical Cyclopaedia. London, 1849; 17th ed., rev. throughout and enlarged, 
London, 1875, pp. 690; new ed., 1901, pp. viii, 687; approximately 687,000 
words.
Contains amazing picture of Jericho (p. 366) and great article on wine (pp. 
669-674).
____ The Ecclesiastical Encyclopaedia. London, 1874; new ed., 1875. pp. viii, 668.
"It draws largely from the Encyclopaedia Metropolitana (which belongs to the 
same publishers) but a great deal more valuable and recent matter has been added by 
Dr. Eadie.”
EASTON, M. G.
Illustrated Bible Dictionary and Treasury of Biblical History, Doctrine, and 
Literature. London: Nelson, pp. xi, 728. New York, 1893-
EASTWOOD, J. and Wright, W. A.
The Bible Word Book: a Glossary of Old English Words. London, Cambridge, 
1866.
EMMONS, S. B. (Universalist)
Bible Dictionary, 1841.
Encyclopaedia Biblica, a Critical Dictionary of the Literary, Political and Religious 
History, and Archaeology, Geography, and Natural History of the Bible. Edited 
by T. K. Cheyne and J. Sutherland Black. London, 1899- 4 vols., 5444 cols.
These four volumes were reviewed by Dr. Warfield as follows: Vol. I, Presbyterian 
and Reformed Review, July, 1900; Vol. II, same, July, 1901; Vol. Ill, same, July, 1902; 
Vol. IV, Princeton Theological Review, Vol. I, October, 1903, pp. 645-650. In his final 
review, Dr. Warfield said: "The same wide-reaching scholarship, the same comprehensive 
survey,’ the same capacity for compressed statement, the same fertility of resource, are found 
in this as in the preceding; and the same irresponsibility of criticism, unreasonable radi­
calism, extremity of temper, waywardness of method and destructiveness of conclusions. 
These volumes have managed fairly to repudiate every conception hitherto attached to the 
idea of 'Scripture’ by Christians. Not a shred has been left by them, for example, we need 
not say of the authority of the New Testament, but of any New Testament to have 
authority . . . There is much in it we are grateful for: and no scholar can afford to neglect 
its accumulations of learning. But it is a monument it must be confessed of distinctly 
unbelieving scholarhsip. If its counsels are to prevail in the Christian Church, the Church 
must learn how to get along without ’Scriptures.’ It must learn to find the birth, and the 
death, and the resurrection, and the ascension of Christ matters of indifference. And this 
means ultimately that it must learn to get along without that positive element that alone 
• makes the religion it professes distinctively Christian. Even The Expository Times severely 
denounced this work; see especially the reviews in Vol. XI, pp. 98-100; Vol. XII, 241-242. 
"We confess that the New Testament articles seem to us of less account even than the 
Preface prepares us for.” "It is not a dictionary of the Bible: it is a dictionary of the 
historical criticism of the Bible.”
A great number of articles in this Encyclopaedia were written by the German 
rationalist Professor P. W. Schmiedel, especially those on the Gospels (138 columns in 
length), on John the son of Zebedee, Simon Peter, and the notorious "Resurrection and 
Ascension Narratives.” As Warfield says, he here appears as "the determined and tireless 
opponent of the supernatural.” Schmiedel assumes, in all of his discussions, that miracles 
are impossible. A new India-paper edition in one volume "with the rectification of some 
typographical errors," appeared in 1914.
Encyclopaedia of Jewish Knowledge. Edited by Jacob DeHaas. New York, 1934. 
pp. xv, 686; approximately 700,000 words embracing 25,000 individual and 
place names.
The editor of this volume had the assistance of two hundred scholars and specialists, 
of whom 165 use only initials in signing articles. This claims to be "a readable guide 
through the maze of Jewish history, incidents, experiences, persecutions, ideas, cultural 
efforts and the lives of great Jews and Jewesses.” "Preference has been given in the 
biographies after 70, first to the great teachers involved in the creation of Talmudic 
literature, then to distinct contributors to Jewish thought to the 11th century.’
In the middle of the volume (pp. 399-404) is a remarkable outlined article, 
"Original Jewish Contributions to Civilization.” An excellent, though brief, bibliography 
concludes the volume. The article on "Jesus,” less than two columns in length, is devoted 
almost entirely to the last week of Jesus’ life, and attributes the arrest and condemnation of 
Christ wholly to Pontius Pilate.
Encyclopaedia of Religious Knowledge; or, Dictionary of the Bible, Theology, Reli­
gious Biography, All Religions, Ecclesiastical History, etc. Designed as a 
Complete Book of Reference on all Religious Subjects. Rev. ed.. Philadelphia, 
1870. pp. 1269.
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ENGLES, W. M. (1797-1867)
Bible Dictionary. Philadelphia, 1850. A distinguished Presbyterian author.
Englishman’s Bible Encyclopaedia, see Fausset, A. R.
EW ING, W. and J. E. H. Thomson (1841-1923)
The Temple Dictionary of the Bible. London, New York, 1910. pp. lix, 1012.
This volume was edited by two scholars who had spent most of their lives as 
missionaries in Palestine, and consequently, their interest was "in the religious side of the 
contents of the Bible.” They had the assistance of some 38 other Biblical scholars, most 
of whom were from Scotland, including Drs. Fairweather, Nicol, Orr, Stalker, etc. As for 
themselves, the editors insist that they are not able to accept many of the results of higher 
criticism; yet, they allow, for instance, an article by Mr. G. H. Box on the Tabernacle which 
denies that such a Tabernacle as is described in Exodus ever existed.
Professor Warfield in his review of this work (Princeton Theological Review, July, 
1910, Vol. VIII, pp. 479-486) reters especially to what he calls "a distressing article” on 
the religion of Israel by Professor Margoliouth, which he says, "may possibly be matched, 
but certainly cannot be surpassed in cynical naturalism, by anything in The Encyclopaedia 
Biblica.”  In this article the learned Arabic scholar even makes the statement that some 
of the Old Testament records have been deliberately falsified. We should remember that 
this is the Margoliouth who wrote a book at the beginning of our century widely acclaimed 
by conservatives, Lines of Defense of the Biblical Revelation, and whose name appears in 
the Introduction to the Scofield Reference Bible as one to whom Dr. Scofield was deeply 
indebted.
An Explanation of Many Difficult Words and Terms chiefly found in the Holy Scrip­
tures, 10 ed., carefully revised and enlarged, 1841. Anr. ed., London [1845] 
This work lists 43 contributors. 1,980,000 words.
A truly great work, still worth consulting.
An Explanation of Words and Terms, chiefly found in the Scriptures, etc. London 
[1841]
These two entries could refer to the same volume.
FAIRBAIRN, PATRICK (1805-1874)
Imperial Bible Dictionary. Edinburgh, 1865; London, 1866. 2 vols., pp. 1007, 
1151. New ed., 1885, 6 vols. A truly great work.
----- Teachers and Students Popular Comprehensive and Explanatory Encyclopaedia.
6 vols. in 3.
FALLOWS, SAMUEL (1835-1922)
The Popular and Critical Bible Encyclopaedia and Scriptural Dictionary. Chicago, 
Howard-Severance Co., 1901, 1904. 3 Vols. pp. 1769, 80, 8, 118. With over 
600 maps and engravings. Approximately 2,200,000 words. (Co-editors, Andrew 
C. Zenos, and Herbert L. W illett).
On this work was later built the International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia.
FARRAR, JO H N  (1802-1884) Pres. Wesleyan Methodist Conference, 1854 and 1870. 
An Ecclesiastical Dictionary. London, 1853; rev. ed., 1871. pp. 564.
----- A Biblical and Theological Dictionary. 3rd ed., London, 1852, pp. 663; 9th ed.,
London, 1867, pp. 656; new ed., London, 1889-
----- The Proper Names of the Bible, 1839- 2nd ed. 1844.
FAUSSET, A. R. (1821-1910)
The Englishman’s Critical and Expository Bible Encyclopaedia. London, 1878. 
Bible Cyclopaedia, Critical and Expository, New York, 1891, pp. vi, 753- Later 
published as Bible Encyclopaedia and Dictionary. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
1949- pp- 753 (Scranton, 1928). 955,000 words.
Fausset was one of the three authors of the famous Jameison, Fausset and Brown 
Commentary, first published in six volumes, 1864-1870, and reissued frequently in many 
different editions, complete and abridged. He has written extensively on prophetic matters, 
but most of his volumes, apparently small in size, are rarely come upon today —  not only 
have I been unable to discover them in any of the great theological libraries of our 
country, but they do not even seem to be in the British Museum. His interest in prophetic 
matters is revealed in the statement in the Preface of this work, that he had treated 
"many subjects which most of the Bible dictionaries omit and which are of deep interest 
when handled, e.g., Antichrist, the Thousand Years of Millennium, Inspiration, Predestin-
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ation, Common Divination,” etc. The article on David alone extends to 14,500 words, 
and the one on Christ, to approximately 25,000 words.
FERM, VERGILIUS T. A. (1896-
Encyclopaedia of Religion. New York, 1945. pp. xix, 844; approximately 
930,000 words. 192 contributing editors.
FLEETWOOD, JO H N
The Christian’s Dictionary —  Containing a Full Explanation of all the Remark­
able Words made use of in the Holy Scriptures, llTb-Yllf)..
This is the author of a once famous Life of Christ which went through 20 editions, 
yet of his life practically nothing is known. It has even been suggested this was an 
assumed name.
FORLONG, J. G. R. (d.1904)
Faiths of Man; A Cyclopaedia of Religions. London, 1906. 3 vols.
GARDNER, JAMES
The Faiths of the World; A Dictionary of All Religions and Religious Sects. 
London, Edinburgh, 1858-60. 2 vols.
----- The Christian Cyclopaedia. London, Edinburgh, 1854-1855; new ed., 1858.
GOODHUE, W., and TAYLOR, W. C.
Pictorial Dictionary of the Holy Bible. London, 1843. 2 vols.
GOODHUGH, WILLIAM (1799P-1842) (After decease, completed by William 
Cooke Taylor)
The Bible Cyclopaedia; or, Illustrations of the Civil and Natural History of the 
Sacred Writings, by Reference to the Manners, Customs, Rites, Traditions, 
Antiquities and Literature of Eastern Nations. London, 1841. 2 vols. pp. 1444. 
GRAEBNER, T. C. (1876-
Dictionary of Bible Topics. Grand Rapids, 1943. pp. 278.
GRANBERRY, JO H N  C. (1829-1907)
Bible Dictionary. Nashville: So. Methodist Publ. Soc., 1883. pp. 415. 
GREEN, SAMUEL
A Biblical and Theological Dictionary. London, 1840; 4th ed., 1849; I860; 
28th ed., London, 1868.
GURNEY, WILLIAM
A Handy Dictionary of the Bible, [1870]
Hard Bible Words made Easy. Being a familiar explanation of difficult words that 
occur in the English Scriptures. London, 1844. pp. 29- 
HARDIN, J. M.
A Dictionary of the Vulgate. 1926.
Harpers Bible Dictionary. By Madeleine S. Miller and J. Lane Miller (1884-1954). 
New York, 1952. pp. xi, 851, with 16 maps.
The editors of this work previously issued The Encyclopaedia of Bible Life. This 
volume emphasizes the archaeological, sociological, historical themes of the Scriptures, 
natural history, customs, etc. Here, for example, is the best article. (9  cols.) on "Pottery’ 
that has yet appeared in such a work; the article on Athens includes three large illustrations; 
and material on the Acropolis, the agora, the Areopagus, and Mars Hill is included. The 
section on Acts extends to less than one page, while that on "Burial” is twice as long, 
and there are additional articles on 'Embalming,” "Mummification,” etc. The word 
"Camels” is allotted more space than "Capernaum.” Hundreds of words found in larger 
Bible dictionaries are here omitted, especially names of men who are of minor importance; 
e.g., there are 29 men in the Bible named Zachariah, but only three of them are considered 
in this dictionary. The theological approach is in places quite liberal, but archaeologically 
and historically the work is by far the most up-to-date that we have.
HASTINGS, JAMES (1852-1922)
A Dictionary of the Bible, dealing with its language, literature and contents, 
including the Biblical theology. New York: Scribner’s, 1905-1909. 5 vols. 
xvi, 854; xv, 870; xv, 896; xi, 994; supplement.
Dr. Warifeld’s reviews on the various volumes of this work may be found as follows: 
Vol. I: Presbyterian and Reformed Review 9:513-20 (1898), reprinted in Critical Re-
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views, pp. 42-49; Vol. II: ibid. 11:174 ff. (1900); Vol. Ill: ibid. 12:151 ff. (1901); 
Vol. IV: ibid. 13:641 ff. (1902); extra volume: Princeton Theological Review 
13:136-140 (1905). Warfield’s conclusion to an eight-page review of Vol. I is as 
follows: "It’s characteristic mark seems to be accuracy, and it is obviously a book which 
has information to give with a lavish hand. The student will seldom consult in vain: 
though he may sometines refuse its leading, he will be always stimulated and instructed 
by its presentation. It is a book, moreover, which will beyond doubt improve with 
acquaintance. We congratulate the editors and publishers alike on the sussessful launching 
of so great an enterprise.”
See also the reviews in The. Biblical World, Vol. XII, 1898, pp. 129-133 (for Vol. 
I .) ; Vol. XIV, 1899, pp. 375-384 (for Vol. II; Vol. XVII, 1901, pp. 141-148 (for Vol. 
I l l ) ;  Vol. X X , 1902, pp. 409-413 (for Vol. IV ); Vol. XXV. 1905, pp. 376-388 (for 
Vol. V ). This work, as well as the Encyclopaedia Biblica is given a long review in the 
Journal of Theological Studies, Vol. I, pp. 309-316 (1899-1900).
A Dictionary of the Bible. New York: Scribner’s 1909. pp. xv, 992. The articles in this 
volume have been newly written; this is not a condensation of the larger five-volume work. 
Many have said that this work is a decided improvement over the preceding series.
A Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels. New York: Scribner’s, 1908. 2 vols., pp. xii, 
936; xvi, 912.
Dictionary of the Apostolic Church. New York: Scribner’s, 1916-1918. pp. xvi, 
729; xii, 724.
These two volumes were reviewed by Dr. Warfield in the Princeton Theological 
Review, 1917, Vol XV, pp. 147-157, and 1919, Vol. XVII, pp. 500-512, both 
of which reviews are reprinted in his Critical Reviews, pp. 440-464.
The review of the first volume is primarily a criticism of three articles —  that on 
Christ by Professor C. Anderson Scott, and "Grace” and "Justification” by Dr. A. S. Martin. 
He has the highest praise, however, for a number of the contributions, including that on 
the "Freedom of the Will” by Professor W. F. Lofthouse, and Dr. Moffat’s article, 
"Righteousness.”
Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics. 1908-1912. 12 Vols.
The editor was able to command the scholarship of the western world for these 
articles, and one wonders if there will ever be another work to supersede this on such a 
comprehensive scale. The first volume of 880 double-column pages extends only to the 
word "Art.” What surprised me most was the section on "Animals,” embracing over 60,000 
words —  a volume in itself -— with a bibliography in five languages, 560 lines of fine 
print. Here is enough material on one subject alone to engage a person for twenty 
years of research.
In a masterly way, Dr. Warfield reviewed each of these volmes, as they appeared 
year by year, in the Princeton Theological Review. These reviews are an education in 
themselves: Vol. I in 7:326-332 (1909); Vol. II in 8:271-76 (1910); Vol. Ill in 
9:640-43 (1911); Vol. IV in 10:468-73 (1912); Vol. V in 11:494-98 (1913); Vol VI 
in 12:502-07 (1914); Vol. VII in 13:274-83 (1915); Vol. VIII in 14:649-56 (1916); 
Vol. IX  in 16:110-15 (1918) and Vol. X  in 17:312-19 (1919).
As one would expect, all these dictionaries edited by Dr. Hastings receive a great 
deal of attention in the pages of The Expository Times, of which he was the founder, and 
for over thirty years the editor. There are frequent pre-announcements of the various 
volumes an dmany references to extended reviews from American, British, French and 
German periodicals. The more important reviews are of the Dictionary of Religion and 
Ethics, especially of Vol. I in 19:337-340; 20:145-148; and Vol. IV in 23:241-243. 
In 18:145-146 is a detailed answer to the question many reviewers asked, Why was not the 
material published in the Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels included in the earlier 
Dictionary of the Bible!. In the same issue, p. 386, is this very interesting note concerning 
the one-volume Dictionary of the Bible: "The writer on 'Jesus Christ’ is Professor William 
Paterson of the University of Edinburgh. The Church of Scotland says he is her greatest 
scholar. But His Chair is the Chair of Divinity: how did we know that he was the man for 
the life of Christ? We thought of no other before him; and when we offered it he could 
not refuse. He had been preparing for it all his life.” A series of tributes to Dr. Hastings 
will be fonnd in 34: 102-106.
Here the reader will come upon one surprise after another in the titles of articles, 
written by some of the best scholars of the western world at the beginning of our century. 
Included here is a section of 16 columns on "Christ in Art,” one of 10 columns on 
"Consciousness,” 11 pages on "Gospel Criticism” by R. J. Knowling, and 17 columns 
on "Dates.” And who would expect to find four columns in such a dictionary on "Day of 
Judgment,” or 7 columns on "Desire” —  a masterly study in human psychology? The 
"Divinity of Christ” —  today generally referred to as the deity of Christ —  is given 
30 columns.
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The late professor C. W. Hodge of Princeton Theological Seminary makes an 
important contribution to the work with his article, "Fact and Theory,’’ a mote forceful 
challenge to the liberal attitude towards the Gospels than will appear in any Bible 
dictionary for many years to come. Here likewise are 15 columns on "Foresight of Christ’’; 
30 columns on the "Apocryphal Gospels” ; 10 pages by Professor James Denny on the 
"Holy Spirit” ; and though the words of the title are not from the New Testament, the 
article, "Leading Ideas” in 10 columns is a classic. Acknowledged everywhere as one of the 
superb contributions of modern times to the study of the "Character of Christ” is the 
article by Professor T. B. Kilpatrick (34 columns).
To those who know him only as the greatest Calvinistic theologian of America of 
his time, the precious article by Dr. B. B. Warfield, "Children” (8 columns) will come 
as a surprise. In my opinion, this is the best treatment of Mark 10:14,15 to be found 
anywhere. The matter of the "Christian Calendar” is a difficult one, and the 28 columns 
devoted to the subject will be found very helpful. Professor Denney has a good study of 
the "Authority of Christ,” and A. T. Robertson an unusually significant article on the 
"Announcements of Christ’s Death.” Even the titles of Christ not in the Gospels are 
fully considered, e.g., "Alpha and Omega,” "Amen,” etc.
HAZLITT, WILLIAM CAREW (1834-1913)
Faiths and Folklore: A Dictionary of National Beliefs. London, 1905.
HENDERSON, WILLIAM (of Edinburgh) (1810-1872)
Dictionary and Concordance of the Names of Persons and Places, and of Some 
of the More Remarkable Terms which Occur in the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments. Edinburgh, 1869- pp. 699-
HERZOG, J. J. (1805-1882)
A Protestant, Theological and Ecclesiastical Encyclopaedia, being a condensed 
translation of Herzog s Real-Encyclopaedia, with additions from other sources, 
by Rev. J. H. A. Bomberger, assisted by distinguished theologians of various 
denominations. 2 vols. Philadelphia, 1858-1860.
HOOK, WILLIAM FARQUHAR (1798-1875)
A Church Dictionary. Revised and adapted to the Protestant Episcopal Church 
of the United States, by a Presbyter of said Church. Philadelphia, 1853; 7 th ed., 
London, 1854; 7th ed., New York, 1875. pp. 580.
----- Ecclesiastical Biography. 8 vols. 1845-52.
HUNTER, ROBERT (1824-1897)
Concise Bible Dictionary. London, 1894.
Editor of the Encyclopaedia Dictionary in 4 vols., 1897, and the Imperial Dictionary, 
etc., etc.
A new edition of this very valuable dictionary and index of the Bible was issued by 
Winston, with the editorial help of Alfred J. P. McClure, under the title, The International 
Teacher’s Handy Bible Encyclopaedia and Concordance, 1944, pp. 14, 390, 16. The 
earlier edition formed a part of the 'Bible Readers’ Guide” appearing in several editions 
of the Bible.
HURLBUT, JESSE LYMAN (1834-1930)
Hurlbut’s Handy Bible Encyclopaedia. Philadelphia: Winston, (1908) pp. 
iv, 390.
Illustrated Concise Bible Dictionary and Combined Concordance. New York: Nelson.
pp. 343.
Imperial Bible Dictionary, see Fairbairn, Patrick
INCE, RICHARD B. (1881- )
Dictionary of Religion and Religions, Including Theological and Ecclesiastical 
Terms. 1935. pp. vii, 294.
International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia. Ed., James Orr. Chicago, 1915. 5 vols. 
This work of 4,250,000 words lists 203 contributors.
The most important conservative Biblical encyclopaedia of the twentieth century. 
Some of the articles, e.g., an Chronology, Astronomy of the Bible, and Jesus Christ, are 
masterly.
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JACKSON, SAMUEL MACAULEY (1851-1912)
Concise Dictionary of Religious Knowledge and Gazetter. New York, 1890, 
1891; 3d ed., New York, 1898. pp. 906. (Assoc, eds., Talbot Wilson Chambers, 
Frank Hugh Foster).
JACOBUS, M. W. (1855-1937)
A new Standard Bible Dictionary. New York, 1936; 3d ed., rev. pp. xxiv, 965. 
Fifty-five contributors; 990,000 words.
----- Nourse, Edward E. (1863-1929), Zenos, Andrew C. (1855-1942)
A Standard Bible Dictionary. New York, 1909- pp. xxiii, 920. 2d ed., 1925. 
This work received the most exhaustive review by an acknowledged Bible 
scholar of any one-volume Bible Dictionary in our language, written by Dr. 
Oswald T. Allis, Princeton Theological Review, Oct., 1926, Vol. XXIV, pp. 
568-631.
JAMESON, J.
A Glossary to the Obsolete and Unusual Words and Phrases of the Holy 
Scriptures, in the Authorized English Version. London, 1850.
JAMIESON, ROBERT (1802-1880)
Cyclopaedia of Religious Biography. London, 1853- pp. iv, 412. A series of 
memoirs of the most eminent religious characters of modern times, intended for 
family reading.
JEN KINS, HORACE CARROLL
A Modern Dictionary of the Holy Bible. New York: Vantage Press, 1951. 
pp. 255.
One wonders why books like this are ever published. Priced at $4.00, it should be 
sold for $1.00. This is about the flimsiest attempt at a Bible dictionary that I have seen. 
Any serious student of the Bible for fifteen years could have dictated this book within two 
days with his eyes closed. For example, under "Antichrist,” we find only this comment, 
"He who, or that which opposes the Christ,” not even a Scripture reference. Bethlehem is 
said to have been the place where Jesus was born as was predicted by Mica'n, but there is 
nothing to indicate where this birth is recorded in Scripture. Imagine including in a Bible 
dictionary the pronoun "her” with the notation, "See 'she’.” For scores of words, no 
Scripture reference is given at all.
The Jewish Encyclopaedia. The History, Religion, Literature and Customs of the 
Jewish People from the Earliest Times to the Present Day. Funk and Wagnalls, 
1901. 12.vols. More than 400 contributors. A photograph of the editors of this 
work may be found in the Universal Jewish Encyclopaedia, Vol IV, p. 105.
JONES, ALFRED
Proper Names of the Old Testament Scriptures Expounded and Illustrated. 
London, 1850.
JONES, THOMAS (Rector of Great Creaton)
Scripture Directory; or, an Attempt to Assist the Unlearned Reader to Under­
stand the General History and Leading Subjects of the Old Testament. London 
1811; 3d ed., Buckingham, 1812; 4th ed., Buckingham, 1813. New ed., 1815- 
1820, with corrections of Old and New Testaments) London, 1815; 7th ed., 
1829-
JONES, WILLIAM (1762-1846)
The Biblical Cyclopaedia. London, 1816, 1831, 1841. 2 vols. New ed., 1847; 
rev. ed., 1873- pp- xxii, 886.
----- Christian Biography: A Dictionary of the Lives and Writings of the Most
Distinguished Christians of all Denominations at Home and Abroad. London, 
1829-
----- Dictionary of Religious Opinions. London, 1815, 1817.
KITTO, JO H N  (1804-1854)
Cyclopaedia of Biblical Literature. 2 vols. Original ed., Edinburgh, 1845; N.Y., 
1852; new and enl. ed., Edinburgh, 1862-65. About 3,340,000 words; 70 con-
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tributors. Second ed., rev. by H. Burgess, 1856, 2 vols. "A very full index is 
given of topics not to be found by a reference to the alphabetical arrangement.” 
3 vols.: Vol. I, Aalar-Ezrahite, pp. xx, 881, 19; Vol. II, Faber-Lysimachus, pp. 
878; Vol. Ill, Maacah--Zemach, pp. 1172. About 3,340,000 words; 70 
contributors.
Chiefly from the contributions of original articles by forty writers, including many 
of the most eminent theologians and Biblical scholars of Protestantism in Great Britain, 
Germany and America. "A really new and greatly augmented edition has now (Edinb., 
1862-5, 3 vols.) been carried through the press by Dr. J. L. Alexander, with the aid of a 
number of scholars, which, while substantially a reprint of many of the old articles, has 
large additions of new ones, especially the biographies of eminent Biblical writers, thus 
more fully realizing the special title of the work. The articles on Biblical geography and 
criticism are also brought down to the present state of investigation.” (M ’Clintock and 
Strong: Cyclopaedia of Biblical, Theological and Ecclesiastical Literature, Vol. II, p. 788). 
This third edition of Kitto’s work incorporates a good deal of material from an earlier 
edition of Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible.
In the Preface to his first edition, dated October 15, 1845, Kitto says: ''The present 
work was undertaken with the design of providing the public with a more complete view 
of the existing state of Biblical literature, both at home and abroad, than it previously 
possessed. It was felt that former works of the kind, numerous as they are, and useful as 
some of them may be considered, were built too exclusively upon tbe 'old learning’ of 
Calmet and others; and that some recent attempts to give a more modern character to such 
undertakings had been made too entirely from home materials, and had too exclusive 
reference to such external facts and circumstances as travellers and antiquarians offer, to 
meet the demands of the present time. The work, therefore owes its origin to the Editor’s 
conviction of the existence of a great body of untouched materials, applicable to such a 
purpose, which the activity of modern research and the labours of modern criticism had 
accumulated, and which lay invitingly ready for the use of those who might know how 
to avail themselves of such resources . . .
"It is believed that the articles in the departments of Biblical Introduction and 
Criticism embrace a body of information respecting the book of Scripture, and sacred 
criticism, such as no work of the kind in any language has hitherto contained. The Natural 
History of Scripture has now for the first time been examined, and as far as possible settled, 
not by mere scholars ignorant of natural history, but by naturalists of acknowledged 
eminence. The Scripture Geography has, by the help of Dr. Robinson’s invaluable 
Biblical Researches in Palestine, and of other publications less known in this country, 
assumed in the present work a greatly altered and much more distinct aspect” (pp. vii,ix).
Dr. William Lindsay Alexander, in the Preface to the third edition (November 6, 
1862) remarks: "A Cyclopaedia of Biblical Literature is not a Biblical Lexicon or a 
mere Onomasticon Sacrum; and therefore it is not to be expected that its pages are to be 
occupied with mere catalogues of names, of which no more can be said than that this is the 
name of a man or that of a place —  a piece of information the reader usually possessed 
before he turns up the word. Care, however, has been taken to omit no name under which 
real information of any kind can be given . . .
"Much attention has been paid, in this edition, to a department which was very 
defectively treated in the original work, and which, indeed, has seldom had justice done 
to it in this country —  the department of the religious and literary archaeology of the 
Hebrews. In most of the articles in this department, the subject will be found discussed 
anew and from original sources. Special care has also been bestowed on Biblical Geography 
and topography, as well as on the Literary History of the different books of Holy Scripture.
"A new feature in this edition is the introduction of notices of the life and works of 
Biblical scholars. To the student such notices are always interesting, and may prove of 
much use by informing him of what has been done by those who have gone before him in 
the department to which his studies are directed. The notices of Jewish writers and works 
especially will supply to the reader information not easily accessible by him elsewhere 
(pp. xi,xii).
Here we have, I think, the longest article on "Adam” to appear in any Bible diction­
ary to that time (pp. 56-65), an unusually long discussion of "Arimathaea” (pp. 
209-212, and a well-illustrated section on "Burial in Tombs” (pp. 369-403). I do not 
know any Biblical encyclopaedia that has a more comprehensive article on "Concordances 
(pp. 550 553). All that was known at that time of the First Book of Esdras and the 
Book of Enoch is here set before Bible students (pp. 819-24, 791-96).
Some of the titles will not be recognized by the ordinary reader, and that is one 
reason anyone possessing this set should go through it with some care and index it. 
For example, the article "agrielaia” (pp. 87-88) is a thorough discussion of the wild olive, 
referred to in Romans 11:17,24; "Basan” (pp. 311-312) has to do with the balsam tree. 
Here is an article of three thousand words on "Becher,” the second son of Benjamin, and
22
also, the second son of Ephraim -— the most learned discussion of "the apparent discrepan­
cies of the genealogical list” with which I am acquainted. (Incidentally, the third edition 
of Kitto’s work incorporates a good deal of material from an earlier edition of Smith’s 
Dictionary of the Bible.)
A review of the first edition, in Bibliotheca Sacra, July, 1851, Vol. VIII, pp. 
654-656, refers to the articles on David and Solomon, by F. W. Newman, as "derogatory 
to the sacred character of the Bible, and fill the reader with pain.” The article "Diction­
aries,” in the Jewish Encyclopaedia (Vol. IV, p. 578) calls attention to "articles upon 
distinctively Jewish subjects,” e.g., Elijah Levita, Jewish Printers, Albelda, Dunash, 
Yosippon, Tanhuma, Talmud, Satanow, Rashbam.
An abridgement of the first ed. was published in 1855, pp, 808; an abridgement 
of the 3d ed. by J . Taylor appeared in 1894.
LANDON, ED. H.
A New Ecclesiastical Dictionary. Vol. I, 1849; Vol. II, (1855). Planned for 
six volumes; up to 1853 only the first had been published.
LAWSON, JO H N  PARKER (d. 1852)
Bible Cyclopaedia. London, 1847-49- 3 vols.
----- and Wilson, John Maurius
A Cyclopaedia o f Biblical Geography, Biography, etc. 1866, 1873.
----- and Wilson, John Maurius
The Imperial Cyclopaedia of Biblical Knowledge. 2 vols. Edinburgh, 1873- 
LEE, JOSEPH (1847-1907)
Encyclopaedia of the Holy Bible. Mountain Lake Park, Md., 1906. 
MACBEAN, ALEXANDER (d. 1784)
Dictionary of the Bible: Historical and Geographical, Moral and Ritual. London, 
1779; 1st Amer. ed., from 2nd London ed., _ enlarged, Boston, 1798. pp. iv, 231. 
Philosophical and philological. For the author’s Dictionary of Ancient Geo­
graphy (1773) a preface was written by the great Dr. Samuel Johnson. 
M’CLINTOCK, JO H N  (1814-1870), and Strong, James (1822-1894)
Cyclopaedia of Biblical, Theological and Ecclesiastical Literature. New York, 
1867-1881, 10 vols.; 2 suppl. vols.
John M’Clintock, first president of Drew Theological Seminary, who lived to see 
only the first three volmes published, has been called "the most universally accomplished 
man American Methodism has produced.” James Strong devoted many years of his life 
to the epochal Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible (1890). The greatest contribution of 
this encyclopaedia is its bibliographies. Greatly indebted to the first great Bible dictionary 
of the 19th century, J. G. B. Winer’s Biblisches Realwoerterbuch, 2 vols. Leipsic, 1820; 
3d ed., 1847.
In a review of Volumes IX  and X  appearing in The Evangelical Review, October, 
1881, N.S., Vol XI, pp. 601-604, is the following justified criticism: "While there are 
sketches of hundreds of Methodist ministers, concerning whom nothing is known beyond 
the date and locality of their birth, conversion, ordination and successive circuits, no 
mention whatever is made of such eminent divines as the Schaeffers, the Schmuckers, the 
Storks of the American Lutheran Church, preachers and theologians whose pastoral and 
literary labors have won them renoun, and whose fame has gone beyond the seas.”
MACPHERSON, JO H N
The Universal Bible Dictionary. London: Hodder, 1892. pp. 350. 
MALCOLM, HOW ARD (1799-1879)
Dictionary of the Bible. London, 1828; 3rd ed., Boston, 1830; enl. ed., Boston, 
1853, London, 1854. pp. 272. More than 130,00 copies of this book were sold 
within twenty years of its appearance. This dictionary is an illustration of how 
so many important works in Biblical literature by American authors, and the 
authors themselves, are so strangely, and unfairly, ignored in most biographical 
works and indexes. Malcolm was the author of at least six books, including 
the invaluable Index to Religious Literature (Boston, 1868), was the editor of 
a number of editions of works of earlier authors, wrote a great many articles for 
periodicals, and was president of two universities in this country when between 
forty and sixty years of age. Yet, his name does not even appear in the first 
edition of the great Library of Congress Catalog of Printed Cards, and the
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supplement lists only his Bible dictionary. Although second-rate actors and 
actresses, obscure Indian guides, trappers and petty politicians innumerable are 
given space in the Dictionary of American Biography, it was apparently thought 
that Malcolm did not deserve the attention of subsequent generations.
----- New Bible Dictionary. Boston, 1852. pp. vi, 330.
----- A Dictionary of the Most Important Names . . . Found in the Holy Scriptures.
1831.
____ The Proper Names of the Old Testament, arranged alphabetically from the
original text, with historical and geographical illustrations. London, Leipzig,
1859.
MARSDEN, JO H N  BENJAM IN
A Dictionary of Christian Churches and Sects from the Earliest Ages of Chris­
tianity. London, 1857. pp. 960.
MATHEWS, SHAILER (1863-1941) and Smith, Gerald B. (1868-1929) 
Dictionary of Religion and Ethics. New York, 1921. pp. vii, 513.
The articles were written by 108 scholars, of whom 30 were then, or had been, 
members of the faculty of the University of Chicago. Warfield’s article on Calvinism 
seems almost out of place here.
MERRILL, SELAH (1837-1909)
New Comprehensive Dictionary of the Bible. 1927. pp. 135, 121, 93. 
MILLER, MADELEINE S. and Miller, J. Lane (1884-1954)
Encyclopaedia of Bible Life. New York, 1944. pp. xvi, 493.
Murray’s Bible Dictionary, see Piercy, William C.
Murray’s Dictionary of Christian Biography. See Wace.
A New and Complete Pronouncing Bible Dictionary. Philadelphia, 1877.
A New and Concise Bible Dictionary, London, n.d., pp. 800; approximately 610,000 
words.
This work was edited by George Morrish, founder of the publishing firm still 
functioning, G. Morrish of London, though his name does not appear in the volume. 
Issued originally in 37 monthly parts, 1897-1900, no records have been kept of the various 
contributors, all of whom apparently were members of the Plymouth Brethren group. 
The work is very conservative. Little interest is shown in historical and archaeological 
problems. Included in these pages are good brief surveys of each of the books of the 
Bible, articles on the principal doctrines of Christanity, with considerable emphasis on 
dispensations and prophetic matters. It is of interest to not its severe words of condem­
nation regarding the Revised Version of 1881.
The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopaedia of Religious Knowledge, see Schaff, Phillip. 
OLIVER, PETER (1713-1791)
The Scripture Lexicon; or a Dictionary of above Three Thousand Proper Names 
Mention in the Bible, with Their Derivation, Description, Accentuations. 
(Anon.) Birmingham, 1784. Oxford, 1810.
PARTRIDGE, ERIC (1894-
A New Testament Word Book, a Glossary. London, 1940. pp. xii, 215. 
People’s Dictionary of the Bible, see Rice, Edwin W.
PELOUBET, FRANCIS N ATH A N  (183M 920)
Peloubefs Bible Dictionary, based upon the foundation laid by William Smith; 
ed. and brought up to date by F. N. Peloubet. Philadelphia: ins ton, 1925.
pp. 799.
Pictorial Dictionary of the Bible. London, 1854.
PIERCY, WILLIAM C.
Murray’s Bible Dictionary. 1908. pp. 992; approximately 995,000 words. 94 
contributors.
Popular and Critical Bible Encyclopaedia, see Fallows, Samuel.
Potter’s Complete Bible Encyclopaedia, see Blackwood.
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POTTS, CYRUS ALVIN (1873- )
Dictionary of Bible Proper Names. New York (1922). pp. 279.
The sub-title reads, "Every Proper Name in the Old and New Testament Arranged 
in Alphabetical Order; Syllabified and Accented; Vowel Sounds Diacritically Marked, 
Definitions Given in Latin and English.”
Dr. Oswald T. Allis, in his review of this work in the Princeton Theological Review, 
(January, 1923, Vol. X X I, pp. 139-142) emphasizes some principles in Biblical philology 
too often ignored by conservatives; e.g., "There are many names regarding which the 
candid student will feel constrained to admit that the strict etymological significance 
probably or certainly did not figure prominently if at all.” Many of the interpretations here 
are emphatically not the result of careful scholarship. Frequently a name is given two, 
three, four or more different meanings according to its origin, but one is left bewildered 
as to which is the correct meaning.
PRIESTLEY, JOSEPH (1733-1804)
Index to the Bible, in Which the Various Subjects which Occur in the Scriptures 
are Alphabetically Arranged. 1805, 1811, 1812. pp. 343.
Allibone says that this work was "formerly often bound up with many copies of the 
Bible.” The famous Unitarian scholar and scientist who compiled this index remarks in 
the Preface, "The only work of this kind that I have met with or that I have heard of is 
Mr. Pilkington’s Rational Concordance or Index to the Bible, which was printed at Notting­
ham in England, A.D. 1749 . . .  I conclude that the work is very scarce and little known. 
It is excellent for moral passages but exceedingly defective with respect to history and 
prophecy.”
An illustration of Priestley’s method is in his subdivisions of the word "Man,” 
where he classifies Scripture passages under such headings as, His Dignity, What is Best 
for Him in this World, the Great Business of His Life, His Dignities Restored by Christ. 
Inasmuch as there are only about 24 lines to a page, one recognizes at once that this is not 
an exhaustive work; in fact, it is hardly more than an arrangement of Biblical texts under 
moral and ethical subjects, and is by no means marked with the profundity which char­
acterizes many of Priestley’s writings.
RAND, WILLIAM W. (1816-1909)
A Dictionary of the Holy Bible. Amer. Tract Soc. (1859)- pp- 534; rev. ed., 
1886. pp. 720.
RICE, EDW IN W. (1831-1929)
People’s Dictionary of the Bible. Philadelphia: Amer. S.S. Union, 1893. pp. 
vi, 228. Rev. ed., 1904.
RICHARDSON, ALAN (1905- )
A Theological Word-Book of the Bible. London, 1950. pp. 290.
The author, who had the assistance of 30 British scholars, is the Canon of 
Durham. The purpose of the book is "to elucidate the distinctive meanings of the key 
words of the Bible. Historical, geographcal,, archaeological and philological details are 
not elaborated, except —  and this is very important —  insofar as they are necessary for 
theological understanding. Words of prime theological importance have been dealt with 
at length; others more briefly . . . All the words of the Bible are intricately related to 
one another in meaning and cross references have been plentifully supplied . . .  The 
character of the Biblical revelation as culminated in the incarnate Word of God gives to 
a study of the words of the Bible a seriousness and urgency which no merely secular 
study of words can have. It is because the living Word of God is to be encountered in 
the Bible wrapped in the 'swaddling clothes of poor, inadequate and fluctuating human 
words that stria historical, literary and philological scrutiny is an indispensable discipline 
of all Biblical theology.” As an illustration of cross references, the words highest, hosanna, 
heavens, firmament, throne are all found in the article "Height,” and repentance, convert, 
conversion, turn, return in the article, 'Repent. Some of the discussions are quite kmg 
and full; e.g., "Minister,” 13 columns with bibliography, much longer that the article 
"Miracle” or "Passover.” The material on "Spirit” embraces 26 columns, also with biblio­
graphy, the lengthiest article in the book, I believe. Some articles are as brief as ten lines.
ROBINSON, EDW ARD (1794-1863)
A Dictionary of the Holy Bible. Boston, New York, 1822; New York, 1879; 
4th ed., 1845. pp. viii, 461.
ROBINSON, JOH N
A Theological, Biblical, and Ecclesiastical Dictionary, serving as a General Note­
book to Illustrate the Old and New Testament as a Guide to the Practices and
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Opinions of all Sects, and as a Cyclopaedia of Religious Knowledge. London, 
1815, 1816; 2nd ed., rev., 1835; pp. xx, 1058.
"This work presents a digest with references to authorities at the end of each article, 
of almost all that had been written on biblical literature previous to the date of its 
publication” (Horne).
ROWLAND, T.
An Exposition of the Names of Persons and Places Recorded in the Sacred 
Scriptures. London, 1837. pp. 60.
SANFORD, ELIAS B. (1843-1932)
A Concise Cyclopaedia of Religious Knowledge: Biblical, Biographical, Theo­
logical and Practical. New York, 1891. pp. 985. "Finding that along certain 
lines Benham’s Dictionary of Religion, in its treatment of subjects, was in 
accord with the plan of my work, the privilege was sought and granted of using 
many important articles.”
SCHAFF, PHILIP (1819-1893) and Herzog, J. J. (1805-1882)
The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopaedia of Religious Knowledge. 1908. 12 vols.
Condensed and modified form of the 3rd ed. of the famous Realencyklopaedie, 
founded by J. J . Herzog and edited by Albert Hauck. Dr. Philip Schaff, the church 
historian, was responsible for bringing out the first edition of this work in our country; 
the third and last edition was edited by Dr. Samuel Macauley Jackson, with the assistance 
of more than six hundred scholars and specialists.
This work contains bibliographical, historical, ecclesiastical, Biblical and theological 
articles. The Biblical material here is generally considered the least important, though the 
bibliographies are still unsurpassed; e.g., the six columns on "Adam” are followed by the 
most extensive biblography on this subject in any encyclopaedia with which 1 am 
acquainted.
■----- A Dictionary of the Bible; including Biography, Natural History, Geography,
Topography, Archaeology and Literature. Philadelphia: Amer. S.S. Union, 1880; 
3d ed, 1883; 5th ed, 1890. pp. 958.
----- and Jackson, Samuel M. (1851-1912)
A Religious Encyclopaedia; or Dictionary of Biblical, Historical, Doctrinal and 
Practical Theology. Based on the Realencyklopadie of Herzog, Plitt, and Hauck. 
New York, 1882; 3d ed. New York, 1891. 3 vols. pp. xlvii, 2629.
SHAW, FERDINAND
A Summary of the Bible; or, the Principal Heads of Natural and Revealed 
Religion: Alphabetically Disposed in the Words of Scripture only. Adapted to 
the uses of a Scripture Dictionary. 1730.
SHEPHERD, THOMAS JAMES (1818-1898)
The Westminster Bible Dictionary. Presbyterian Bd. of Publ, Philadelphia, 1880.
SMITH, ELIAS (1769-1846)
A New Testament Dictionary. 1812.
The Library of Congress Catalog of Printed Cards lists 15 titles by this interesting 
character, but not this dictionary.
SMITH, WILLIAM (1813-1893)
Dictionary of the Bible. London, 1860-1864. 3 vols. pp. 3154. 2d ed, by 
William Smith and J. M. Fuller. Vol. I. Part 1, 2. London, 1893. This is all 
that was published. This revision is severely criticised in the Expository Times 
(4 :421 ).
Though the original edition of Kitto’s Cyclopaedia of Biblical Literature had been 
in the market for fifteen years, and the new edition, under the editorship of Dr. Alexander 
was being published simultaneously with this great book by Dr. William Smith, the latter 
immediately took rank as the most important Bible dictionary in the English language. 
It went through a great many editions, the most popular of which was the American re­
vision, edited by Professor H. B. Hackett, assisted by Dr. Ezra Abbot, at that time Assistant 
Librarian of Harvard College, in four great volumes, totaling 3667 pages. In addition to 
the large editorial staff for the original English edition, the American editors gathered an 
additional staff of 27 scholars here, including Professor Fisher of Yale, Dr. Schaff of New 
York,'Professor Thayer of Andover, and President Woolsey of Yale. Some of these men
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were to write extensively for subsequent Bible dictionaries. This work, like another I have 
mentioned, should be indexed; e.g., who would ever think that the brief paragraph con­
cerning the erection of the Tower of Babel and God’s subsequent judgment would here 
receive comment extending to forty columns under the heading, "Tongues, Confusion of.” 
This is followed by a most interesting article of fifteen columns on the "Gift of Tongues.”
----- Dictionary of the Bible. Mainly abr. from [his] Dictionary of the Bible, but
comprising important additions and improvements from the works of Robinson, 
Gesenius, and many other eminent scholars; ed. by Samuel W. Barnum, 1871; 
pop. ed., 4 vols., 1888. Rev. and ed. by F. N. and M. A. Peloubet.
------A Smaller Dictionary of the Bible for the Use of Schools, etc. London, 1866.
- (See Robinson, Edward, and Peloubet, F. N ,)
The American Catalogue, Subject Entries [1881] lists seven different American 
publishers, all of whom at that time were publishing the one-volume ed. of this Dictionary. 
Only here have I seen a reference to a "new ed. with Preface by Dr. Day, and Supplement 
by Rev. H. Lincoln,” 1872. Apparently the same as the volume ed. by Samuel W. Barnum.
----- and Wace, Henry (1836-1924)
Dictionary of Christian Biography, Literature, Sects and Doctrines. 4 vols. 1887.
For a review of Vol. I, see Quarterly Review of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
N.S. 7:464-67 (1877).
This work covers every important name in the history of the Christian Church 
down to the 8th century. Many of the longer articles were written by the greatest Biblical 
scholars of the latter part of the 19th century —  Hort, Westcott, Lightfoot, etc. In some 
of our more popular magazines today we occasionally see sensational announcements of 
some work entitled "The Lost Books of the Bible,” "The Book of Adam and Eve,” etc., 
but eighty years ago the famous classical scholar F. J. A. Hort wrote an article of ten 
columns for this work entitled "The Book of Adam.”
----- A Dictionary of Christian Antiquities. London. 2 vols. pp. xiv, x, 2060;
approximately 2,260,000 words.
This is a continuation of the editor's great Dictionary of the Bible. The work 
contains many learned articles by some of the best Biblical and historical authorities 
of that generation. One owning such a work would do well to index it. In the his­
torical approach to many Biblical matters, the book is superior to anything done before or 
since. I list here some of the articles of length, to indicate the treasures one will find here. 
(The number of pages for each is included, and the length of the article may be determined 
by allowing 1100 words to a page.) "Adultery” 14; "Baptism" 17; "Bishop” 33; 
"Catacombs" 22; "Christmas” 9; "Church” 24; Contract of Marriage” 10; "Crucifixion” 8; 
"Gems” 12; "Images” 10; “Lectionary” 13; "Liturgy and Liturgical Books” 33; "The 
Lord’s Day” 14; "Marriage” 52 —  including a list with dates for founding of 
1481 monasteries established before A.D. 814; "Money” 83; "Holy Orders” 29; "Ordi­
nation” 20; "Paganism” 14; "Pope” 26; "Rings” 18; "Schools” 13; ’’Study of Scripture" 6; 
"The Holy Sepulchre” 8; "Unction” 6. Today among Christians, burial is given very little 
attention, but in the older days, is was quite different. Here one will find extensive 
articles on "Burial of the Dead,” "Cemeteries,” "The Dead,” "Tombs.”
----- A Concise Dictionary of the Bible. 1865, 1867, 1872, 1889,. 65 contributors;
approximately 1,250,000 words.
Standard Bible Dictionary, see Jacobus, M. W.
STRICKLAND, WILLIAM PETER (1809-1884)
Manual of Biblical Literature. 1853-
An outstanding historian of the M.E. church.
STAUNTON, WILLIAM
An Ecclesiastical Dictionary, Containing Definitions of Terms, Explanations, and 
Illustrations of Subjects Pertaining to the History, Ritual, Discipline, Worship, 
Ceremonies, and Usages of the Christian Church. New York, 1861.
SWINTON, T. J.
Bible Word-Book; a Glossary of Scripture Terms, which have changed their 
popular meaning or are no longer in general use. New York, 1876.
The Synoptical Dictionary of Scriptural Parallels and References: being an index of 
Scripture, classified according to their sense, under an alphabetical list of the 
various subjects contained in the Bible. London, 1851.
Temple Dictionary of the Bible, see Ewing, W.
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TRIMMER, KIRBY
Notes Upon Crystal; or Obsolete Words of the Authorized Version of the 
Holy Bible. Part I, London, 1864.
Union Bible Dictionary. Pub. by American S.S. Union, Philadelphia, 1842.
This is reviewed in the Biblical Repository and Princeton Review, Vol. X , 1838, 
pp. 322-323.
Universal Bible Dictionary, see Buckland, A. R., and Macpherson, John.
Universal Jewish Encyclopaedia. New York, 1939-43- 10 vols.
Vallentine's Jewish Encyclopaedia. Edited by Albert M. Hyamson and A. M.
Silbermann. London, 1938. pp. xi, 696.
VANDERSLOOT, J.S. (1834-1882) and SIMONS, M. L. (1843-1880)
Bible Encyclopaedia, Instructor and Guide. 1876.
VINE, W. E. (1873-1949)
An Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words. A Comprehensive Diction­
ary of the Original Greek Words with Their Precise Meanings for English 
Readers. London, Edinburgh, 1940. 4 vols.
The author was a well-disciplined student of the Greek New Testament. His 
volumes contain prefaces by Dr. F. F. Bruce and Dr. 5SC Graham Scroggie, who speak in 
the highest terms of this unusual aid for the study of the New Testament.
WACE, H ENRY (1836-1924) and Piercy, William C.
A Dictionary of Christian Biography and Literature to the End of the Sixth 
Century A.D., With an Account of the Principal Sects and Heresies. London: 
John Murray, 1911. pp. xi, 1028. The back strip carries the title, Murray's 
Dictionary of Christian Biography, but the title page does not. This work is 
based upon his much larger work, The Dictionary of Christian Biography, 
Literature, etc., in four volumes, published in 1887. In relation to that work, 
Dean Wace refers to himself as "the surviving editor.” "W e have been able to 
retain, with no material abbreviation, the admirable articles on the great charac­
ters of early Church history and literature.” Some of the articles here, for instance, 
that on St. Augustine, are new, and some have been revised. Of the 78 contribu­
tors to this volume, 39 had passed on by the time this new work was published. 
Approximately 990,000 words. Severly criticised because, without giving any 
credit for such, it lifted many articles from the Concise Bible Dictionary.
WALL, GEORGE
Domestic Dictionary of the Bible. 1826.
WATSON, RICHARD (1781-1833)
A Biblical and Theological Dictionary: Explanatory of the History, Manners, and 
Customs of the Jews and Neighboring Nations. With an Account of the Most 
Remarkable Places and Persons Mentioned in Sacred Scripture; an Exposition 
of the Principal Doctrines of Christanity, and Notices of Jewish and Christian 
Sects and Heresies. 1831. 2nd ed., 1832, pp. 1068; 10th ed., 1850. New York, 
1832, pp. 1007; 5th ed., rev and enl. by T. G. Summers, Nashville, Tenn. 
pp. 1113
Author of the famous Theological Institutes, 1824, and innumerable subsequent 
editions. His Life of the Rev. John Wesley, 1831, also went through many 
editions and revisions.
WESTCOTT, A. and Watt, J.
Concise Bible Dictionary. London, 1893- pp- 164.
Westminster Dictionary of the Bible, see Davis.
WHISH, J. K.
The Cottager’s Dictionary of the Bible. Bristol [1815}
WILSON, THOMAS (Minister of St. George’s, Canterbury) (d. 1621)
Complete Christian Dictionary. 1612; I6 l6 ; 1622; 4th ed., 1640; 5th ed., 1647, 
1648. London, 1661; 5th ed., London, 1667.
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The pages, totaling 948, are not numbered. In addition to the main dictionary of 
754 pages, there is a unique dictionary for the Book of Revelation (131 pp.) and of the 
Song of Solomon (49 pp.).
7th ed., "very much enlarged and digested into one complete alphabet by 
the diligent care and industrious pains of Andrew Simson.” London, 1661. pp. 
xiv, 755 folio. 8th ed., enlarged and digested into one complete alphabetical 
dictionary by A. Simson, with a recommendatory address by E. Calamy and a 
portrait of Wilson. London, 1678.
Inasmuch as this was the first Bible dictionary in the English language, and the 
only one worth speaking of in use among English speaking people for a full century, I believe 
that further notes on it are not out of order. Proper names are scarcely mentioned in this 
work. It might almost be called a theological dictionary. As far as I know, it is the only 
Bible dictionary in this language the articles of which are written not only around indivi­
dual words, but actually around phrases, e.g., under the word "judge” are articles on the 
following: "A judge,” with four different definitions; "To Judge after the sight of the 
eyes or after the hearing of the ear,” six lines on Isaiah 11:3; "Judges of evil thoughts,” 
one-half column from Lam. 2 :4; "To Judge referred to God,” five definitions; "To Judge 
referred to men,” ten additional definitions worked out with great thoroughness; "To be 
Judged,” three definitions; "Judgment,” twenty-one definitions, each with Scripture 
references; "Spirit of Judgment,” eight definitions, embracing five columns. In fact, 
I would think that this would be about the best introduction to Calvinistic theology as 
taught in Britain at the beginning of the 17th century that one could find.
We might quote here the definition of "Abomination of Desolation” : "That which 
all good men detest and hold accursed, by reason of the shameful and foule filthiness of it, 
deseruing and bringing desolation. And this is meant (as some do think) of the idols 
which the Romaines not long after Christ his ascension set up in the Temple at Jerusalem, 
whereupon followed desolation, that is, the laying waste and downfall of the Temple, City 
and Nation of the Jewes. This is the abomination of desolation forespoken by Dan. 9:17, 
and after spoken by Matthew 24:15. But Master Junius (not without great appearance of 
reason) interpreteth Abomination of the Army of the Romans, which consisted of 
abominable men, to wit, infidels, who brought desolation upon Temple, City, and People. 
A desolation to be executed by abominable men.”
The article, "All,” is exceedingly helpful, and surpasses what might be found in 
any contemporary dictionary today on that often-ignored word. The volume carries a short 
advertisement by Roger Fenton, "A  Word to the Christian Reader,” by Charles Evars, and 
a final commendation by one using only the initials I.B.
The introductory words of the author are so significant that I take the liberty of 
quoting the opening lines, which are followed by a discussion of the value of the study 
of a Biblical dictionary: "The end of Teaching is to cause others to learne; and to 
learne, is to know things to be what they are. Now of things to be knowne, words are 
notes or markes, leading the mind to the comprehension of the things. It cannot be then 
but a great hindrance to the understanding of things, when words which betoken and 
signifie things are not understood, and a great furtherance when they be understood. 
Wherefore, as it is necessary in Grammar Schooles, that children which learne French, 
Latine, or Greek, have their Dictionaries and Lexicons allowed them to interprete such 
hard and strange words, by knowledge whereof, things to be learned become more easie; 
and their labours which have composed such Bookes are much to be commended: So I 
have wondered, that of os many, worthy, learned and godly Divines, which are as willing 
for their love to the good of the Church as able for their sufficiency of gifts, not one, 
no not one (that I know) have ever attempted to provide our Christian scholler such 
a Christian Dictionary of words, as containe the secrets of our heavenly profession 
and Art. Many have framed and set forth Primers, and A.B.C.’s for beginners; I 
meane Cathechismes, to enter them into the knowledge of od; but not any (as yet) 
have set too their hands to interprete in our Mother tongue (in Alphabet order) the 
cheefe of our Science, which being very hard and darksome, found in the eares of our 
weake Schollers, as Latine or Greeke words, as indeede many of them are derived from 
these Languages; and this I have esteemed as no small lette to hinder the profiting in 
knowledge of holy Scriptures amongst the vulgar; because, when in their reading or 
hearing Scriptures, they meete with such principall words, as carry with them the Marrow 
and Pith of our holy Religion; they sticke at them, as at on unknowne language. Mathias 
Elaccius lllyricus (whom I did not looke upon, nor upon Enchridion Marlorati, untill I 
had well nye done this worke) hath worthily performed this in Latine, by whose helpe, it 
is easie for a Divine to do some such worke in English: I, the unmeetest and unworthiest 
of all my Brethren not one of a thousand, but the meanest of ten thousand, have attempted 
this enterprise, and performed a poore something, sufficient only to give the more learned 
an occasion to do some more exact thing in this kinde.”
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WILSON, THOMAS (Rev., of Clitheroe, 1747-1813)
An Archaeological Dictionary; or, Classical Antiquities of the Jews, Greeks and 
Romans, Alphabetically Arranged. 1783; 2nd ed., 1793. pp. viii, 482. 
WOLCOTT, MACKENZIE
Sacred Archaeology: A Popular Dictionary of Ecclesiastical Art and Institutions, 
from Primitive to Modern Times. London, 1868. pp. xvi, 640.
WOOD, JAMES (1751-1840)
New Dictionary of the Holy Bible. Extracted chiefly from Brown, Calmet, etc., 
collated with other works of the like kind, with numerous additions from 
various authors, and a considerable quantity of original matter. London, 1804; 
2 vols.; Liverpool, 1807; 7th ed., London (1822) 2 vols.; 12th ed., 2 vols.; 
last ed., 1863.
WOOLRYCH, HUMPHREY FITZROY
The Handbook of Bible Words, giving an Explanation of all the Prominent 
Words and Proper Names to be found in the Bible: with an introduction by 
J. J. S. Perowne. ■ London, 1878.
W RIGHT, CHARLES H. H. (1836-1909), and Neil, Charles
A Protestant Dictionary, containing Articles on the History, Doctrines and 
Practices of the Christian Church. London: Protestant Reformation Society 
[1904] pp. xv, 832.
W RIGHT, WILLIAM ALDIS (1831-1914)
The Bible Word-Book. A Glossary of Archaic Words and Phrases in the Author­
ized Version of the Bible and the Book of Common Prayer. London, 1866; 
2nd ed., rev., London, 1884. pp. xii, 680.
The section through the letter H  is in part a revision of material originally brought 
together by the Rev. J. Eastwood, and published in a Sunday School periodical, The 
Monthly Paper. Dr. Wright was the secretary to the company appointed for the Revision 
of the Authorized Version of the Old Testament.
WYLIE, JAMES AITKEN (1808-1890)
The Household Bible Dictionary. 2 vols. Glasgow, 1870.
